
It All Comes Back to Jesus  (first of series of same name)

There are three elements that I want to bring together in this talk.  The first has to do 
with where we’ve been, the second where we’re going and the third where we are 
right now, at the beginning of a new year -- not a calendar year, but the new season of 
life that begins every September with the start of the school year.  

So here are the three things:
1. Where we’ve been is that we’ve been spending our teaching time this summer 
  looking at the relationship between grace and holiness.  The question is, if God is 
  so loving and so full of grace, why does He turn around and demand that we live holy 
  lives?  And the answer has been, at least in part, that His call to live in the way He 
  intended us to live is for good; for our good, for the good of others and for the good of 
  His Kingdom here on earth.
2. Where we’re going is that I plan on spending a good bit of time this fall looking at 
  Jesus and hopefully gaining some new insights on how to live, just by looking at how
  He lived.  How did He relate to difficult situations, to odd requests, to challenging 
  people, to human need?  What did He typically do that we can imitate and learn 
  from?
3. Where we are right now is launching a new year.  For teachers and parents, it’s the 
  start of a new school year.  For recent graduates it may be the start of a new job, a 
  new work experience.  For most, it marks the end of summer holidays and the 
  recreation that we enjoy in the good weather and buckling down to the 
  responsibilities that are ours most of the year.  

So, bringing all those things together, I want to talk today on a simple theme . . .”It all 
comes back to Jesus”.  When we look at this issue of how to bring grace and 
holiness into a unity that makes sense, we see the perfect model for this in the life of 
Jesus.  He was gracious, forgiving sins, accepting those whom others rejected, 
healing and helping people who weren’t the most attractive members of society.

And yet He lived in uncompromising obedience to His Father.  He did only what He 
saw the Father doing and He bent His will to the Father’s will, even to the point of 
giving His life to the cruelty of Roman crucifixion.  So we should be able to see in HIs 
life how grace and holiness come together and how we should see those attributes in 
our own lives more and more as we mature in Him.

And we look ahead to learning from Jesus’ interactions with every kind of person 
imaginable, from a woman who has lived an immoral and uncommitted life in 
Samaria to a cruel man who was the governor of Judea; from a nasty, cheating man 
like Zaccheus to the kind friends Jesus had in the home of Mary, Martha and Lazarus; 
from the man He healed who had been born blind to the rich young ruler who turned 
away from Him in sadness.  Each person that Jesus met was impacted by Him and 
their choices in response to Him changed their lives.  Then, of course, there are His 
relationships with His disciples, a motley crew that represent an almost full variety of 
personalities and innumerable challenges to their mentor and master.  And His 



relationships with His opponents, those who had entrenched religious power and 
position and who never saw Jesus as anything but a threat -- unfortunately.

And we look out at the beginning of a new school year and we wonder what 
challenges we will face, what hard decisions we’ll have to make, what unexpected 
situations we will be praying through and looking for advice about.  And I want to offer 
one simple guiding light, one source of understanding the vagaries of life, and that is 
to study Jesus until we know Him, to read the stories about Him until they seem like 
second nature, to pray to Him and ask Him for wisdom on a daily basis.  It all comes 
back to Jesus -- this is true for the Christian.  Jesus is our source and our example, 
the Teacher and Mentor whom we follow -- so let’s look at Him and to Him in coming 
days. 

By the way, “vagary” is not a word you hear commonly in our speech today, but it 
means, according to the Merriam-Webster dictionary, “An unexpected and inexplicable 
change in a situation or in someone’s behaviour.  An erratic, unpredictable or 
extravagant notion or action” -- and then they use weather as an example.  I would say 
that the weather is more predictable and less extreme in our part of the world than 
some of the challenging situations that some of us have to endure from time to time.  
But Jesus frequently faced dramatic situations, times when the people around Him 
behaved in erratic and unpredictable ways and we can learn from Him if we have eyes 
to see what He is teaching us through the Gospels, the stories of His life.

I want to start this series with what seems like a very ordinary story from Matthew’s 
gospel, from chapter 9, and we’ll start reading at v. 27:

As Jesus went on from there, two blind men followed Him, calling out, “Have 
mercy on us, Son of David!”
When He had gone indoors, the blind men came to Him, and He asked them, 
“Do you believe that I am able to do this?”
“Yes, Lord,” they replied.
Then He touched their eyes and said, “According to your faith will it be done to 
you,” and their sight was restored.  Jesus warned them sternly, “See that no 
one knows about this.”  But they went out and spread the news about Him all 
over that region.  
While they were going out, a man who was demon-possessed and could not 
talk was brought to Jesus.  And when the demon was driven out, the man who
had been mute spoke.  The crowd was amazed and said, “Nothing like this has 
ever been seen in Israel.”  But the Pharisees said, “It is by the prince of demons
that He drives out demons.”

Is there mercy there? -- absolutely!  Jesus shows mercy to two blind men who cry out, 
“Have mercy on us!” and to a demonized man who had lost his capacity to speak and 
He heals them all.  Is there any way in which we see the call to holiness coming 
together with this gift of mercy?

Let me suggest a couple of answers to that question.  As we remember that the word 



“holy” means “set apart”, or ”devoted” to God’s purposes, note that Jesus acted with a 
clear sense of purpose.  He was opposing the work of evil, of Satan, in this world.  He 
was undoing the effects of God’s enemy; things like blindness, unbelief, demon 
possession and being mute.  I think another indication is that He wasn’t, at least at 
this point, trying to gather big crowds through miracles.  He waited to heal the blind 
men until they joined him inside the privacy of a home and then told them not to let 
anyone else know about what had happened to them.  He was doing God’s 
compassionate work because that is God’s nature, to show compassion, not to make 
a big splash.  In this way He acted very differently than people who are not set apart for 
God’s glory but who live and act for their own glory, for the sake of their name in the 
world.  

So we see both mercy and holiness in these encounters, and there are some other 
things for us to notice here, too.  For one, we see that both Jesus and the gospel 
writers are aware that, even at this fairly early stage of Jesus’ ministry, there are both 
fans and foes.  The people are amazed by what they see -- “Nothing like this has ever 
been seen in Israel” -- and the Pharisees accuse Jesus of being in league with the 
devil -- “It is by the prince of demons that He drives out demons”.  When you stand for 
something, when your life makes a difference, there will be people who love and 
support and there will be haters.  Jesus faced that from early on in His ministry and it 
never let up.  

A second thing to observe: listen to the words of the people who are speaking in each 
encounter.  In the first interaction, Jesus says three things: “Do you believe that I am 
able to do this?”, “According to your faith it will be done to you,” and “See that no one 
knows about this.”  The first two remarks have to do with faith; one which asks for faith 
and one which points to the fact that their faith has been instrumental in their healing.  
Not much dialogue here, but very important question and answer: “Do you believe?”, 
“Yes, Lord”, “And that’s why you’ll be able to see again.”

Listen to the words of the two blind men: “Have mercy on us, Son of David!”, “Yes (we 
believe)” and then after being sternly warned not to let anyone find out what had 
happened to them, they spread the news as if they’d been messengers sent out with 
an annoucement.  Jesus words are focused and purposeful.  He is looking for faith 
and asking for these men to support His cause by keeping quiet.  He gets the faith 
because the men are looking for a miracle, but He doesn’t get the cooperation and 
support He is looking for because they are satisfied, their need is met, and they no 
longer care about the Son of David.  They were all about their agenda and getting what 
they wanted and had no concern for the Master’s agenda, even in gratitude for what 
He had done for them.  

The second story is even easier to take apart that way.  It involves a man who says 
nothing, who is delivered from demon-possession and who then speaks.  It involves 
a crowd which represents honest, open people who merely report on what they have 
witnessed: “Nothing like this has ever been seen in Israel.”  And it involves the 
Pharisees, who have the most to say, but who are the farthest removed from the truth: 



“It is by the prince of demons that He drives out demons.”  Observe the world you live 
in today.  Who talks the most?  Radio talk show hosts and politicians, media 
personalities and entertainers?  Do they speak anything of value to us at all?

Sometimes we see Jesus responding to the Pharisees, sometimes we hear Him 
responding to their unspoken thoughts, and at times like this we hear nothing from 
Jesus.  Their words end the story and we don’t know what Jesus might have said to 
them on this occasion -- but we do have accounts of other situations where the 
religious leaders made similar accusations and Jesus did respond.  “ Any city or 
household divided against itself will not stand.  If Satan drives out Satan, he is divided 
against himself.  How then can his kingdom stand?  And if I drive out demons by 
Beelzebub, by whom do your people drive them out?  So then, they will be your judges.  
But, if I drive out demons by the Spirit of God, then the Kingdom of God has come 
upon you.”  Three responses to a ridiculous accusation, one prompted by pride and 
fear.

There is one final observation about this passage that I think deserves some careful 
thought.  Why does Jesus do one miracle, healing the two blind men, in a private 
setting and with a warning to keep silent about it, and then perform a second miracle, 
seemingly right after the first, in a public setting with both the crowds and the religious 
leaders as spectators?  And we’ll answer that one first.  We don’t know.  

This is not by any means the only occasion on which Jesus asked those He healed to 
keep quiet about it.  In fact there are many such instances in Mark’s gospel and also 
earlier in Matthew, in 8:4.  Some scholars believe that Jesus didn’t want people to 
identify Him strictly as a miracle-worker, didn’t want to draw crowds on the basis of the 
expectations of being wowed by signs and wonders. He wanted to communicate the 
gospel of the Kingdom, which included, but was not limited, to the healing and 
deliverance ministries of Jesus.  Another possibility might just be that Jesus didn’t 
want people representing His ministry who didn’t understand it, who hadn’t been 
really affected by it in the sense of being changed on the inside.  Did I mention that the 
correct answer is, “we don’t know”?  

What we learn from this is that, while the Christian world says that we should be trying 
to reach the greatest number in the least amount of time, that wasn’t what drove 
Jesus.  He wasn’t all about numbers, but He was looking for faith and He was also 
looking for people who were trainable, who would listen and learn.  Clearly the two 
blind men that He healed weren’t that kind of people.  The text says that He warned 
them sternly, and the word carries the sense of strong, passionate emotion, even 
indignation.  He intensely warned them, with deep emotion, “Don’t let anyone know 
what I’ve done for you.”  

Jesus’ mission on this earth was not to heal a few hundred sick people and then 
return to His Father.  His mission was to invest into the few whose faith was genuine, 
to train them, to love them, to show them the nature of God and His Kingdom, and 
then to send them into the world.  What we can learn and apply from this account is to 



look for people whose hearts are open, who are receptive to the reality of who Jesus 
is and what He has done for us.  We don’t need to save the world, but to love the ones 
God gives us and to invest in their lives with the gifts, the wisdom, the grace, the 
understanding, etc., that God has given to us.  

The second lesson that I want to draw to your attention is the one about the different 
voices.  We saw from the story that each of the different voices spoke from a world 
view, from a way of looking at their world that was important to that speaker.  So the 
blind men spoke of their need for the intervening mercy of the son of David and 
expressed their faith that He could do what they asked.  The voice of Jesus asked for, 
then commended, the men’s faith.  The voice of the crowds expressed awe and 
wonder and the voice of the Pharisees expressed skepticism, even cynicism.  What 
do we learn from these voices?

We can ask ourselves which voices were worthy of trust.  Jesus, because He was 
motivated by mercy and was willing to heal in response to faith.  And the voices of the 
crowds, who expressed what was real: amazement, awe, “We’ve never seen anything 
like this before!”  

Why could we not trust the voices of the men once blind or the voice of the Pharisees?  
Because in both cases they were speaking, not out of a desire for or commitment to 
the truth, but entirely out of self-interest.  “We want our sight restored,” say the blind 
men and the Pharisees see a miracle and say, “We want our position, our reputation, 
our esteem in the community protected and preserved.”

So, listen carefully to the voices that are making so much noise in the world today.  
What will you hear mostly about the impending U.S. attack on Syria?  You will hear 
about the evils of sarin gas and the over 1000 deaths that have resulted from what 
appears to be a chemical attack on the Syrian people from their own leader -- not yet 
proven.  What you won’t hear as much about are the barbaric acts of those now 
leading the opposition to Assad’s government, including the massacre of Christians 
and of people from a different branch of the Muslim faith.  You won’t hear that their 
clerics endorse the rape of women who don’t belong to their sect, or that they killed a 
12-year-old boy who said something  that they took as an insult to Mohammed.  
These are village-burning, beheading, raping and ruthless extremists and they have 
the support of the U.S. president -- or at least, so it seems.

We have to be careful what we take in from the media.  We know that what they report 
is carefully scripted and has to fit in with the values and world view of their editorial 
policy.  The reality is that there is no moral high ground in the civil war in Syria that has 
already cost over 100,000 lives.  In the meantime, there has been at least as much ink 
spilled over Miley Cyrus performing at some umpteenth awards show --- and nobody 
gives out as many awards as the American entertainment industry.  

Be careful about what you hear on the various news reports.  People have strong 
emotional reactions and make strong declarations because of things that have been 



reported, but which are simply not true or which leave out huge amounts of valuable 
information.  Dig around.  Read arguments from the other side of the issue.  Don’t just 
react.  Just as Jesus didn’t react, either to the crowds or to the Pharisees, on this 
occasion, we sometimes need to hold our reactions until we know the time has come 
to speak -- and know what to say.

Finally, we come back to the issue of friends and foes, the reality that there are people 
in this world who are opposed to Jesus, to what He claimed and what He called for.  
What that means for us is that there will be people who like us, maybe without even 
knowing us, and others who hate us, probably without knowing us.  There are people 
who simply hate Christians because we stand for something, a morality that the Bible 
teaches and which they disagree with, or at least don’t want to apply to their own lives.  
Others are offended by our belief in a Creator, or by our refusal to fully embrace the 
faith of naturalism.  Still others oppose a faith that is evangelistic, where we ask 
people to consider the claims of Christ and to follow Him.  In this passage, Jesus is 
not shown as responding to the fans or the foes; He simply carries out the work of the 
Kingdom.  That’s one for us to learn from, too.  Like Jesus, we need to embrace the 
things God has given us to do -- things like loving His people, serving others, forgiving 
those who wrong us -- and not worry too much about how the world perceives us or 
responds to us.  If our motive is truly the love that God has for us and which we extend 
to others, then let the world be offended by our love.  The Father who sees both our 
deeds and the heart behind them, is the One who rewards and the One to whom we 
will have to give an account.  So, let’s make it our aim to be imitators of Jesus, to do 
the things we read about Him doing, and let’s try to learn His ways of dealing with 
people, of responding to situations, in a way that honours God.


