
Jesus the Messiah 

Of all the titles or terms used to describe Jesus that we have looked at since the 
beginning of 2014, none would have had the power to excite the imagination, to stir 
the hopes, of a Jewish person of Jesus’ day like the title “Messiah”.   This was a 
name that was synonymous with hope in the hard years under Roman rule.  This was 
a name that was brought up frequently before, during and after Jesus’ ministry years.  

The word in Hebrew or Aramaic is “Messiah”, but in Greek it is χριστοσ or “Christ”.  It 
literally means “anointed one” and refers to a person who is anointed by Yahweh in 
order to accomplish His salvation, His deliverance, in such a way that it is clear that 
Yahweh Himself is at work through this person.  One of the examples of God’s 
“anointed one” in the Old Testament was Cyrus, the King of Persia, who is mentioned 
in Isaiah 45.  Let’s read verses 1-3:

This is what Yahweh says to Cyrus, His anointed one, whose right hand He will 
empower . . . (v. 2) This is what Yahweh says, “I will go before you, Cyrus, and 
level the mountains.  I will smash down gates of bronze and cut through bars of 
iron.  And I will give you treasures hidden in the darkness -- secret riches. 
I will do this so you may know that I am Yahweh, the God of Israel, the One who 
calls you by name.

Israel had been defeated by Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon and had spent 70 years 
exiled in that land, far from home, far from hope.  But God raised up Cyrus of Persia 
and gave him victory over the king of Babylon and it was Cyrus who began to return the 
exiles back to Jerusalem and to Judea.  So Cyrus fulfills the qualifications of 
Yahweh’s anointed: he is chosen by God, he has a saving purpose towards God’s 
people, he defeats their enemies, he is given power over all nations and he brings 
glory to God because all he does is seen by others as being done through God’s 
power at work in him.  

The word for “Messiah” appears rarely in reference to a coming redeemer in the Old 
Testament.  One key prophecy related to Messiah is found in Daniel 9:

Now listen and understand!  Seven sets of seven, plus sixty-two sets of seven 
will pass from the time the command is given to rebuild Jerusalem until the 
Messiah comes.  Jerusalem will be rebuilt with streets and strong defenses, 
despite the perilous times.  After this period of sixty two sets of seven, the 
Messiah will be killed, appearing to have accomplished nothing, and a ruler will 
arise whose armies will destroy the city and the Temple.  The end will come with 
a flood, and war and its miseries are decreed from that time to the very end.  He 
will make a treaty with the people for a period of one set of seven, but after half 
this time, he will put an end to the sacrifices and offerings.  (Dan 9:25-27)

Let’s put that in plain English.  The Hebrew word shabuim as well as the context here 
in Daniel, the prophecies of Jeremiah and the translation in the Mishna (which are the 
writings of Jewish rabbis) all indicate that the sevens refer to years.  So, let’s look at 
this in order of events:



1. A decree is given to rebuild the temple.  There were four decrees given including 
one by Cyrus between 538 and 536 B.C. and one by Artaxerxes to Ezra in 458 B.C.  
The final option for a decree would be that given to Nehemiah in 444 B.C., and so, by 
that time, the count-down to the coming of Messiah had begun.  
2. From that time there are 49 years in which Jerusalem is rebuilt and restored, then 
434 years until the time of the Messiah.  
3. Then the Messiah will be cut off, a term which often refers to a violent death, but His 
death is not for Himself, which suggests that Messiah will die for others.
4. One of the things that has to take place before the final seven years is the 
destruction of the temple and the city. This is a date that is well known from history -- 
both the temple and Jerusalem were destroyed by Rome in 70 A.D.
5. The final act is that the ruler puts an end to the sacrifices and the offerings and that 
date is also well established.  In 135 A.D., after yet another uprising of the Jews, they 
were banished from Jerusalem and the sacrifices and offerings were halted.  

What the chronology of Daniel does is to give a window of time when the Messiah 
would appear.  It would be hundreds of years after the order to rebuild the temple had 
been given, His time on earth would end with a sacrificial death and would precede 
the destruction of Jerusalem in 70 A.D.  If we take the decree by Artaxerxes as the one 
Daniel is referring to, then the Messiah would appear about 26 or 27 A.D., the most 
likely dates for the beginning of Jesus’ public ministry.  

The reference to Yahweh’s “anointed one” that Jesus uses is found in Isaiah 61:1:
The Spirit of the Sovereign Yahweh is upon me, because Yahweh has anointed 
me to preach good news to the poor.  He has sent me to bind up the broken-
hearted, to proclaim freedom for the captives and release from darkness for the 
prisoners.  

This is a verse that would have stirred thoughts of a Messiah, of one anointed by 
Yahweh to set the world right again -- that was always the hope -- and Jesus saw in 
this prophecy some of the details that spoke of the heart of His mission . . . to the 
poor, the brokenhearted, the captives. Jesus had come to set things right, to show 
God’s love to those who had been humbled by the harsh realities of life in a fallen 
world.  And so, in the synagogue of Nazareth, He reads these words from Isaiah and 
then tells the people that they are fulfilled today.

But there is another source for the whole idea of Messiah that is essential to our 
understanding of Jewish expectation, and that is the “anointed one” in the book of 
Psalms.  Psalm 2 sets the stage:

Why do the nations rage?  Why do the people waste their time with futile plans?  
The kings of the earth prepare for battle; the rulers plot together against 
Yahweh and against His anointed one.

The anointed one is, of course, the king himself, King David who wrote some of these 
psalms which focus on Yahweh’s special relationship with the ruler of His people.  
There is a progression through what are called “the royal psalms” -- because their 
focus is on the king -- and it moves from the battle with evil powers mentioned in 



Psalm 2 to the king’s victories (such as Ps. 45:3-5 and 89:22f) through which he 
becomes ruler over the nations (Ps. 18:42-45; 72:8-11; 89:25), a rule which continues 
forever, which is aided by Yahweh and which brings both peace and prosperity to 
God’s people.  

Let’s look at a couple of passages that will help us to understand this concept of 
Messiah from the Psalms, starting with Psalm 21, a psalm written by David:

How the king rejoices in Your strength, O Yahweh!
He shouts with joy because of Your victory.
For You have given him his heart’s desire; 
You have held back nothing that he requested.
You welcomed him back with success and prosperity.  
You placed a crown of finest gold on his head.  
He asked You to preserve his life, and You have granted his request.  
The days of his life stretch on forever.

Now David didn’t believe that he would be Israel’s king for eternity, but he did believe 
that God had granted him eternal blessings in His presence -- and he says so later in 
this same psalm.  But you can see the idea of the perfect king in these verses, the 
idea of a king anointed and blessed by Yahweh who would rule forever.  And you 
certainly can see this in some of the other psalms as well.

Psalm 89 was written by Ethan the Ezrahite and it glories in the reign of King David, 
saying things like:

I have found My servant David.  I have anointed him with My holy oil. (v. 20) . . .
I will extend his rule from the Mediterranean Sea in the west to the Tigris and 
Euphrates rivers in the east.  And he will say to me, “You are my Father, my 
God, and the Rock of my salvation.”  I will make him my firstborn son, the 
mightiest king on earth.  I will love him and be kind to him forever; My covenant 
with him will never end.  I will preserve an heir for him; his throne will be as 
endless as the days of heaven.  (89:25-29)

Later in the Psalm Ethan bemoans the fact that David’s line has fallen on hard times 
and asks God to remember His promises to David, and then he ends with words of 
faith and hope.

You can see in these passages the ideal king, the one who is called the firstborn Son 
of God, the one whose throne will be as endless as the days of heaven.  This is the 
Messiah, the perfect King, the hope of Israel who was to come.  

Here he is again in Psalm 110, another psalm of David:
Yahweh said to my Lord, “Sit in honor at My right hand until I humble your 
enemies, making them a footstool under you feet.”  (v.1)

Psalm 45, written by the descendants of Korah, praises the king for being handsome, 
for speaking gracious words, for being a mighty warrior, for awe-inspiring deeds, for 
victory over the nations and then says,



Your throne, O God, endures forever and ever.  Your  royal power is expressed 
in justice.  You love what is right and hate what is wrong.  Therefore God, your 
God, has anointed you, pouring out the oil of joy on you more than on anyone 
else.  (45:6,7)

As you read through this, and several of these types of psalms, you realize that you 
are seeing glimpses of the king of Israel and glimpses of an ideal king whose glory 
and greatness goes far beyond that of any earthly, human king.  This is a divine 
royalty, a king who comes from heaven, who is the ideal king, who fulfills perfectly all 
the promises that God had made to David.  

This imagery is picked up in Isaiah 7-9 as faithless king Ahaz is confronted by the 
prophet.  Although he doesn’t rise up to trust God’s deliverance of Israel against the 
threat from Syria and Ephraim, God still acts to defend David’s throne:

Listen well, you royal family of David!  You aren’t satisfied to exhaust my 
patience; you exhaust the patience of God as well.  All right then, the Lord 
Himself will choose the sign.  Look!  The virgin will conceive a child!  She will 
give birth to a son and will call him Immanuel -- ‘God is with us’!  (Is. 7:13f)

Judah’s unfaithfulness would result in disasters to come, described at the end of 
Isaiah 8:

My people will be led away as captives, weary and hungry.   And because they 
are hungry they will rage and shake their fists at heaven and curse their king 
and their God.  Wherever they look, there will be trouble and anguish and dark 
despair.  They will be thrown out into the darkness.  (8:21,22) Nevertheless, that 
time of darkness and despair will not go on forever.  The land of Zebulun and 
Naphtali will soon be humbled, but there will be a time in the future when 
Galilee of the Gentiles ... will be filled with glory . . . (9:1)
For a child is born to us, a son is given to us.  And the government will rest on 
his shoulders.  These will be his royal titles: Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. His ever expanding, peaceful government 
will never end.  He will rule forever with fairness and justice from the throne of 
His ancestor David. (9:6,7)

Now, no Jew would ascribe those titles or a never-ending kingdom to a mere human 
being, even a descendant of David.  This new king would be God Himself, come to 
complete the rescue operation of His chosen people, but, somehow, would also be a 
descendant of David.  Strange!

That’s only a snapshot of some of the prophecies that gave the Jews their concept of 
the Messiah who was to come.  You can see, even from these few verses, that the 
Messiah would bring about great change, restoring what the children of Israel had 
lost, bringing peace and hope, building faith and confidence, returning the people of 
God to their former glory and well beyond it.

Now, finally, we get to our key passage for today, which is once again in John’s 



Gospel, chapter 4.  Jesus stops for a rest at Jacob’s well, outside Sychar in Samaria.  
We’ve looked at this passage recently, so I won’t go back into all the background for it, 
but turn to verse 23 as Jesus explains worship to the woman who has come to draw 
water:

“The time is coming and is already here when true worshipers will worship the 
Father in spirit and in truth.  The Father is looking for anyone who will worship 
Him that way.  For God is Spirit, so those who worship Him must worship in spirit 
and in truth.”
The woman said, “I know the Messiah will come -- the one who is called ‘Christ’.  
When he comes, he will explain everything to us.”
Then Jesus told her, “I am the Messiah!”  (John 4:23-26)

Or, in another translation, “I who speak to you, am He.”

Here is a Samaritan woman, not a Jew, who is not only aware of, but placing 
confidence in, the coming of Messiah.  The Samaritans were descended from a 
mixture of the Israelites who managed to stay in the land following their defeat by 
Assyria in the late 700’s B.C. and the variety of people groups that the Assyrians 
resettled in the land north of Judea.  The only Scriptures that they hold as inspired are 
the first five books of the Bible, called Torah by the Jews.  And yet, this Samaritan 
woman was expecting a Messiah to come.  And Jesus said to her, “I’m the Messiah; 
I’m the one you and your people have been waiting for, hoping for.”  And she ran into 
town to ask the people there to come and meet a man who had told her everything 
she had ever done, with the question, “Can this be the Christ, the Messiah, the 
Anointed One?”

While the Hebrew term “Messiah” doesn’t appear often in the New Testament, the 
Greek term for “anointed one” appears very often; the word ‘Christ’.  When Jesus asks 
His disciples that famous question, “Who do YOU say that I am?”, Peter answers, 
“You are the Christ”, meaning, “You are the Messiah, the great promise of God.”  And 
Jesus warns them not to tell anyone who He really is -- there was too much 
misunderstanding and too much danger, before the time was right for His sacrifice.

John 20 ends with a little summary statement of what Jesus had accomplished:
Jesus’ disciples saw Him do many other miraculous signs besides the ones 
recorded in this book.  But these are written so that you may believe that Jesus 
is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that believing in Him you will have life.  

(John 20:30,31)

In the book of Acts, Peter’s sermon on the day of Pentecost, he says, “So let it be 
clearly known by everyone in Israel that God has made this Jesus whom you crucified, 
to be both Lord and Messiah!”, both Lord and Christ.  We’ve become used to using 
the term “Christ” as a title for Jesus without really understanding its significance.  But 
the term represents so much: the hope of a nation for justice to prevail, for 
righteousness to shine out, for a wise and compassionate king to reign, for rescue 
from enemies that are committed to her destruction, for peace and prosperity, for an 
eternal hope . . . on and on it goes, and we can easily miss so much of it.



So, for application time today, let’s look at the meaning of the Messiah, the word 
“Christ” that we see so often in the New Testament.   

1. The Anointed One was pictured from ancient times as One chosen by God and 
functioning in the power of God to bring salvation, deliverance for God’s people by 
defeating God’s enemies.  Jesus is our Messiah because He came in the power of 
the Spirit of God, defeating those who raise themselves up against God -- Lucifer and 
his fallen angels -- by defeating death, by rising from the grave.  Through His great 
victory, we now have the promise of eternal life and we have a mission to spread good 
news and so bring glory to God .... all of this because the anointed one successfully 
completed the mission the Father had given Him.  For us, that speaks of knowing our 
purpose, knowing why we are here on this earth, and resolving to do all that God has 
given us the responsibility to do in the time He’s given us.

2. Just a reminder: Daniel gave us a nearly 600-year head start in knowing the timing 
of Messiah’s coming -- and Jesus came right in that window.  God’s word is not to be 
sloughed off as something irrelevant to us today.  Be very confident in the timeless 
truths of God’s revelation to the human race -- it has an amazing record of accuracy.

3. Think of all that the term “Messiah” would have stirred in the heart of a first-century 
Jew.  Then reflect on the things Jesus accomplished in His lifetime that fulfilled 
Messianic expectation.  John says that he wrote his gospel so that you and I would 
believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the victor over evil sent from God.  He is worthy of 
our trust, worthy to have us lean on Him with the whole weight of our lives.  Will you let 
go and trust Him to carry you through the stuff in life that seems too difficult, too painful 
for you to carry on your own -- He’d like that.  As we’ve said over and over through this 
series, Jesus is looking for faith, for people who will depend on His power and His 
gracious character.  When we do that, we grow in faith and courage and in the ability 
to do great things in God’s Kingdom.  


