
Jesus: God on earth

Last week we saw that Jesus described Himself with one of the most powerful, 
loaded terms that informed and excited the hope of the Jewish people -- the title 
“Messiah”.  We also looked a little bit at how this title is translated into the Greek 
language by the word “Christ” and at some places where it is used in the New 
Testament.  

The Messiah, or Christ, was celebrated in the book of Psalms as the perfect king, the 
ideal successor to King David, who would reign over God’s people forever as God’s 
own representative here on earth.  His arrival would signal a new era of peace and 
prosperity for God’s people, which had to include liberation from Rome, at least in 
their minds.    

Today we’re going one big step further with Jesus and the titles He used to desribe 
Himself.  Today we’re going to look at the big one, the one that the rulers of the Jews 
could not and would not allow -- the claim that Jesus was, in fact, God present with 
His people.

Let’s start with the public proclamation in John 8 and then we’ll look at Jesus with the 
disciples in John 14.

When Jesus spoke again to the people, He said, “I am the light of the world.  
Whoever follows Me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.”
The Pharisees challenged Him, “Here you are, appearing as your own witness; 
your testimony is not valid.”
Jesus answered, “Even if I testify on My own behalf, My testimony is valid, for I 
know where I came from and where I am going.  But you have no idea where I
come from or where I am going . . . (v. 17)  In your own law it is written that the 
testimony of two men is valid.  I am one who testifies for Myself and My other
witness is the Father, who sent Me.”
Then they asked Him, “Where is your father?”
“You do not know Me or My Father,” Jesus replied.  “If you knew Me, you would 
know My Father also.”  He spoke these words while teaching in the temple
area near the place where the offerings were put.  Yet no one seized Him, 
because His time had not yet come.

“If you knew Me, you would know My Father also.”  That’s a powerful statement of 
identity.  “You may think you know God from all the reading and teaching you’ve done, 
but here I am standing right in front of you, revealing God to you, and you do not 
recognize Me.”  

Jesus continues to drop broad hints in the conversation that follows.  He says that He 
is from above while those who question Him are from below.  He says that they are “of 
this world” while He is not of this world.  He calls for them to believe in Him, that He is 
who He says He is.  He then promises that those who hold to His teachings will know 
the truth and will be set free by that truth.  He calls Himself the Son who is able to set 



them free from the power of sin.  Then He tells them that He has come from God, that 
He has been sent to earth by God.  Again, in verse 54, Jesus says that His Father is 
God and that God glorifies His Son, Jesus.  Then in verse 55 Jesus makes the claim 
that although His listeners don’t know God, that He, Jesus, does know Him.

How do you interpret statements like these: I am from above, I am not of this world, 
you need to believe in Me, I can bring you into truth and freedom, I have been sent to 
earth by God, I know Him, He is My Father and He glorifies Me?  If you were listening 
to Jesus that day and taking notes on what He was saying, you would have to 
conclude that He thought He was God, that He’d come from heaven on a mission 
from the Father to defeat sin and lead a new generation into truth and freedom.  What 
else can you conclude from words like Jesus spoke?

But with all of that, the Jews aren’t going to give up the argument.  They keep telling 
Jesus that He is demonized and a Samaritan, and you can’t call someone anything 
worse than that, can you?  Their questions are, “Are you greater than our father, 
Abraham?  Who do you think you are?”  And Jesus answers (v. 56):

Your father Abraham rejoiced at the thought of seeing My day; he saw it and 
was glad.

Did that satisfy His opponents?  No -- they’re getting angry:
“You are not yet fifty years old,” the Jews said to Him, “and you have seen 
Abraham?”
“I tell you the truth,” Jesus answered, “Before Abraham was born, I am!”  
At this they picked up stones to stone Him, but Jesus hid Himself, slipping 
away from the temple grounds.

“I am” is another way of saying “Yahweh”, who introduced Himself to Moses in this 
conversation recorded in Exodus 3:

Moses said to God, “Suppose I go to the Israelites and say to them, ‘The God of 
your fathers has sent me to you,’ and they ask me, ‘What is his name?’  Then 
what shall I tell them?”
God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM.  This is what you are to say to the 
Israelites, ‘I AM has sent me to you.’”

And here is Jesus saying to the Jews who knew this story off by heart, “I tell you the 
truth, before Abraham was born, I am.”  I am is a declaration of divinity when it is used 
in this context.  The Jews didn’t pick up stones when Jesus said, “I am the good 
shepherd”, or “I am the bread of life”, or “I am the living water” or any of the other 
statements that He made about who He was.  But this is unmistakably a claim to 
being more than a human being -- “Before Abraham was born -- before there was an 
Israel, before there was a nation that could be called God’s people -- I live, I live.”

What Jesus doesn’t say is also really important here.  He doesn’t say, “Before 
Abraham was born, I already existed.  I was already alive.”  In fact, there is no “I was”  
statement, no past tense in Jesus’ declaration in John 8:58.  When you hear that, 



even now, even without the background knowledge of the meaning of “I AM” to the 
Jewish people, you are struck that Jesus says, “Before Abraham was born, I am.  This 
is not an accident, not a slip of the tongue.  This is Jesus declaring that He is God and 
so the Jews pick up stones with which they intend to end His life, and He escapes 
them because it wasn’t His time.

-----------

A few weeks ago, we looked at Jesus telling His disciples that He was going to 
prepare a place for them and that they would know the way to the place where He was 
going.  You’ll remember Thomas’ response to Jesus: “Lord, we don’t where you are 
going, so how can we know the way?”  And Jesus told them that He, in fact, was the 
way, the truth and the life.  

That was as far as we got with the passage that Sunday, but Jesus wasn’t finished:
“I am the way, and the truth and the life.  No one comes to the Father except 
through Me.  If you really knew Me, you would know My Father as well.  From 
now on, you do know Him and have seen Him.”  
Philip said, “Lord, show us the Father and that will be enough for us.”

That was the second big miss.  The first miss was when Jesus said, “You know the 
way,” and Thomas said, “We have no idea what you’re talking about.”  In this section, 
Jesus says, “You have seen the Father and you do know Him,” and Philip says, “Just 
show us the Father and we’ll be satisfied.”  It’s as if Jesus’ statement stirred a desire 
in Philip to know God, but He actually missed what Jesus had just said to them.  What 
had Jesus said?  From now on, you do know the Father and you have seen the 
Father.  “You have seen” is in the past tense; therefore it refers to something that has 
already happened.  But Philip doesn’t understand what Jesus is saying, so he asks 
his question.

Jesus answered, “Don’t you know Me, Philip, even after I have been among you 
such a long time?  Anyone who has seen Me has seen the Father.  How can you 
say, ‘Show us the Father’?  Don’t you believe that I am in the Father, and that 
the Father is in Me?  The words I say to you are not just My own.  Rather, it is the 
Father, living in Me, who is doing His work.  

“Anyone who has seen Jesus, has seen God.”  That’s the statement Jesus is making 
when he says, “Anyone who has seen Me has seen the Father.”  Philip made the big 
miss because he didn’t know who Jesus was.  Jesus corrects his miss by telling 
Philip exactly who He is: “If you’ve seen me, you’ve seen the Father.”  God is present 
among the people of Galilee and Judea when Jesus is walking their streets.  There is 
no ambiguity about this -- Jesus is clearly telling them who He is.  The implications of 
this revelation were probably not as clear to His disciples.  They had trouble grasping 
Jesus’ simple statements - they couldn’t have been close to grasping all the 
implications of those statements.

Let’s look at Jesus’ statements in John 14 and ask if they could or should be 
understood in any other way than what I’ve just stated:

If you really knew Me, you would know My Father as well.  From now on, you do 



know Him and have seen Him.
Anyone who has seen Me has seen the Father.
Don’t you believe that I am in the Father and that the Father is in Me?  The 
words I say to you are not just My own.  Rather, it is the Father, living in Me, who 
is doing His work.  

The first objection might be that Jesus is not saying that He and the Father are the 
same, but merely that the Father is working in and through Him.  On the surface, that 
might be a reasonable objection, except that Jesus adds that not only is the Father in 
Him, but that He is in the Father.  Do you know any relationship where one person is 
working away from inside another person who is also indwelling the first person?  
What Jesus is describing in this verse is a perfect unity, working together with no 
division, no cross-purpose, no misunderstanding and no competition.  He says that 
His words reveal the Father to such an extent that Philip should have known that it 
was the Father speaking through Him.  And he could have also known by the 
miracles, by the character of Jesus, by the wisdom and grace with which He dealt with 
a wide variety of people and situations.  “Don’t you know Me, Philip, even after I have 
been among you such a long time?”  “You’ve been watching, listening, learning from 
Me all this long time -- surely you would know that you were seeing God at work!”

A second objection might rise from the fact that Jesus says, “From now on, you know 
My Father” - as if Jesus’ disciples couldn’t have seen the Father in Him earlier.  But 
Jesus is not talking about what they could have seen or known, but what they actually 
saw.  Their understanding of Jesus had been severely limited by what they hoped He 
was, what they envisioned as their own future roles in His Kingdom and what they 
wanted Him to do for the Jewish people.  The “from now on” phrase refers to a new 
level of knowledge that these men now had about their master -- that He is God, that 
His words are God’s words, that His miracles are the work of their God.  “From now 
on you do know Him and have seen Him.”  The new thing for the disciples was not 
that Jesus had changed, but that they now were being given the understanding of who 
their Master really was.

The next stop is back to the beginning of John’s gospel, chapter 1, verse 18, the 
conclusion of John’s prelude:

No one has ever seen God, but God the One and Only, who is at the Father’s 
side, has made Him known.

John is talking about Jesus, describes Him as God the One and Only who is at the 
Father’s side and who reveals to us, to the world, the God that no one has ever seen.  
“No one has ever seen God,” he writes, “but now you have.”  

Earlier in the chapter John had written that the Word was in the beginning and that 
word was God.  In verse 14, he said:

The Word became flesh and made His dwelling among us.  We have seen His 
glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and 
truth.



Who would the title “One and Only” refer to in the minds of Jewish people?  God.  “We 
have seen God’s glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of 
grace and truth.”  God has come, we have seen His glory and we know Him like we 
never did before.

One final passage, from John 10, as Jesus ended His discussion of Himself being 
the “Good Shepherd”, He said:

“My sheep listen to My voice; I know them, and they follow Me.  I give them 
eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one can snatch them out of My 
hand.  My Father, who has given them to Me, is greater than all; no one can 
snatch them out of My Father’s hand.  I and the Father are one.”
Again, the Jews picked up stones to stone Him, but Jesus said to them, “I have 
shown you many great miracles from the Father.  For which of these do you 
stone Me?”
“We are not stoning you for any of these,” replied the Jews, “but for blasphemy, 
because you, a mere man claim to be God.”

What else could they do?  They were faced with the choice to believe that Jesus was 
and is God, or to kill Him. Their ideas about God and about how He would come to 
earth to rescue His people were so far removed from what Jesus actually was and did 
that the choice to believe was very difficult.  They would have been under immense 
pressure from the leaders of the Sanhedrin to discredit Jesus and His ministry -- 
that’s why Nicodemus went to visit Jesus at night.  Also, they were so used to a 
lifestyle of living to impress people that it would have been hard for them to switch 
gears and live to honour the One God had sent to represent Him on earth.  Add to that 
the fact that Jesus was consistently critical of them, their false piety and their lack of 
compassion, and you can see why they had had enough.  A man who says He is God 
needs to be dealt with and so they picked up stones.

Today we’ve looked at four distinct passages from John’s gospel in which Jesus 
claimed, or John claimed on His behalf, that Jesus was God.  They are not borderline 
kinds of texts we’re dealing with.  They are clear, they caused a strong reaction when 
the Jews were present, they use strong descriptive language that reinforces their 
claim and we’re left having to decide, not what these statements mean, but whether or 
not we believe they are true.  In other words, Jesus was not merely a miracle-working 
rabbi, but He claimed to be God Himself -- a claim that took Him to the cross.  From 
the cross He was able to demonstrate the truth of His claims by rising from the dead -
- that’s the message that Peter and others proclaimed in the time following Jesus’ 
resurrection and His return to His Father.  

What do we do with this claim?  
Look at Peter’s response when he first had a glimpse into who his Master might really 
be.  He had just followed Jesus’ instruction to throw out his fishing net one more time 
-- and it came back filled with fish.  After working through the night and catching 
nothing, Peter knew that a miracle had just happened and he fell down before Jesus 
and said, “Leave me, Lord, for I am a sinful man.”  When God is present, we have to 
humble ourselves, we can’t help but recognize our brokenness and sin.  When God is 



present we don’t relax and carry on doing just what we want, but we ask Him what He 
wants.  When someone has the authority of having made us and then having given 
His own life to redeem us, paying the price for our rebellion against Him, we don’t play 
the smart-alec, know-it-all, self-righteous person.  We bow down and say we’re 
unworthy, that we feel embarrassed to be in the presence of pure holiness, justice 
and mercy -- but at the same time, we feel very grateful.

So, I have only one application for this week and that is that each of us would invite the 
Lord Jesus into a bigger portion of our lives, into the crisis, but also into the joy; into 
the boredom and into the excitement; into the community where we worship and into 
the loneliness where we feel misunderstood.  Jesus is near us, in all the various 
experiences of life, both positive and painful.  He wants to be known and trusted and, 
the more we know Him and trust Him, the more in awe of Him we’ll be, the more full of 
love and joy and hope we’ll be, the more confident in His grace towards us and willing 
to lay our own agendas down we will be.  Our relationship with the Lord, with God 
come to walk among us, is the key to all the things we most long for in life.  If we treat 
that unique opportunity with indifference or neglect, if we give it the least of our energy 
or our focus, we’re hurting ourselves and we’re less effective in the work of God’s 
Kingdom.  So let’s believe for more, press in to know Jesus better, and allow His life 
to transform us, day after day, as we hear His voice and walk in His ways.


