
The World will Hate You

Since Christmas we have spent a lot of our time in the Gospel of John.  That’s 
because John features most of the “titles” of Jesus in sayings like, “I am the Bread of 
Life”, “I am the Good Shepherd”, “I am the Resurrection and the Life”, “I am the Way, 
the Truth and the Life”, “I am the True Vine”, “I am the Messiah” -- all these remarkable 
statements made by Jesus were recorded in John’s gospel.

In the passage right after Jesus talks about being the true vine, he says some things 
that are kind of disturbing, not very comforting to people like us who like to get along 
with others.  In John 15, starting with v. 19, Jesus says this:

If you belonged to the world, it would love you as its own.  As it is, you do not 
belong to the world, but I have chosen you out of the world.  That is why the 
world hates you.

Hey, I didn’t sign up so that people would hate me!  But, here Jesus says that it’s 
inevitable, that your being a follower of Jesus Christ will bring hatred from the world.  
Why?  Jesus makes it very clear why: if we belong to the world, it will love us as its 
own.  We do not belong to the world because Jesus has chosen us “out of” the world.

Okay, then, what’s the world and why does it need everyone to belong to it?  Why can’t 
it tolerate, even love, people who march to the beat of a different drum, who think 
differently about what’s valuable in life, who believe some things that stand out as 
counter-cultural?  Isn’t that the world’s value when it comes to every other group, every 
other system of belief?  These are the questions I want to try to address today.

What is the world?  Here in verse 19, it is the Greek word “kosmos”, from which we get 
English words as varied as “cosmology”, the study of the universe, and “cosmetics”, 
from the idea of adornment, which is one of the meanings of “kosmos”.  Fortunately, 
in the New Testament, the word is used almost entirely to refer to the inhabited earth, 
the home of the human race and, more specifically, the world that is not submitted to 
God’s will.  The ‘kosmos’ refers to that which has rebelled against God, as it is 
referred to as being under the power of the evil one.  The New Testament will refer to 
God as the “Lord of heaven and earth” -- ‘earth’ is a different word -- but avoids the 
word “kosmos” in that kind of sentence.  

Instead, the “kosmos” is the object of hope, of expectation for the Christian.  In 
Revelation 11:18, the seventh angel sounds the trumpet and loud voices from heaven 
cry out:

The kingdom of the world (kosmos) has become the kingdom of our Lord and 
of His Christ, and He will reign for ever and ever.

That’s the destiny of the world, God’s goal for human history, a goal which was at the 
heart of Jesus’ mission and ministry.  When that goal is achieved, the term “kosmos” 
will no longer be applied, because then, what was the “world”, becomes the Kingdom 
of our Lord and of His Christ.  In the meantime, in the here and now, the kosmos is 
not serving God, not fulfilling His purposes, but serving the purposes of a being called 
“the ruler of this world”, who is opposed to God.  In the classic confrontation between 



good and evil, the world ruler is the evil one and is in conflict with God’s good 
purposes.

Let’s summarize what we’ve just covered:
1. The world is a physical reality that we call “home”, the place where we were born 
   and where we live.
2. It is also a spiritual reality made up of spiritual forces of evil AND all those people 
   who live in rebellion against God, whether deliberately or not, because they refuse to
   put their trust in Jesus.
3. The world is the object of God’s salvation -- He was and is at work in Christ to 
   redeem the world for Himself.

The next thing we need to point out is that this world hated Jesus.  Does that mean 
that everyone hated Jesus?  No, there were many people healed and forgiven who 
loved Jesus, who welcomed His message.  But people in power, people who 
represented the vested interests of the kosmos that opposes God -- they hated Jesus.  
Here’s the verse that comes right before the passage I started with today, John 15:18:

If the world hates you, keep in mind that it hated Me first.

Now, why would the world hate Jesus?  He came not to judge the world, but to save it, 
not bringing violence and pain, but healing and forgiveness -- what’s to hate?  Jesus 
Himself was well aware of the hatred and what caused it.  Let’s look at John 7, where 
Jesus’ brothers are trying to goad Him into going up to Jerusalem for the feast of 
Booths, or Tabernacles, as it’s called -- vv. 6,7:

The right time for Me has not yet come; for you any time is right.  The world 
cannot hate you, but it hates Me because I testify that what it does is evil.

It seems that confronting the powers that be and telling them that their works are evil 
can create some animosity.  No one likes to be exposed, and especially to be 
exposed by someone who only does what is right and good and just.  

It seems clear that they also hated Jesus because He was drawing people away from 
their influence and into His own circle of influence.  Here is the logic of the leading 
priests and the Pharisees after Jesus had raised Lazarus (11:47f)

“What are we going to do?” they asked each other.  This man certainly performs 
many miraculous signs.  If we leave him alone, the whole nation will follow him, 
and then the Roman army will come and destroy both our Temple and our 
nation.”

They hated Jesus because He threatened their power base.

A third reason why the world hated Jesus was because He claimed to be greater than 
them -- in fact, as we saw last week, He claimed to be nothing less than God.  Now, 
even if you say that in a really nice way, you’re saying that you have authority over 
people, you have a wisdom that they don’t have, you have the right to command their 
obedience and submission and nobody wants to give all of that up, not easily.  
So here are three reasons:



- Jesus said that people’s works were evil
- Jesus was so popular that He threatened the power or the influence of the religious 
   leaders
- Jesus claimed to be God and therefore to have the right to their faith and obedience.

But at least two of those things don’t apply to us and so we have to ask why the world 
would hate us.  We are not claiming to be God, nor that we have the right to demand 
anything from the world around us.  Neither is the church of our day so wildly popular 
that it threatens anybody’s power base.  In fact, 50 years ago, church leaders were 
often consulted about social issues, asked for comments by the various media 
because they represented a substantial portion of the population.  Now, who cares 
what the Evangelical Fellowship of Canada or the Council of Catholic Bishops or the 
leaders of the United Church of Canada have to say.  Some do, and these groups are 
still active in lobbying governments on various levels, but the church has lost much of 
the influence it once had and is not considered a serious threat to the agenda of 
special interest groups across Canada.

Well, that leaves only one of the three reasons that people hated Jesus still on the 
table for us -- Jesus said that people’s deeds were evil and He also said that the 
world hated Him because He said that.  Do we say things like that?  That may not be 
relevant.  People can read the Bible, there are always some groups that are ready to 
judge the world and condemn it, the social framework of the past several hundred 
years of Western civilization was built on Christian values ... so people know.  They 
know that we support traditional marriage, that we believe that God created the 
universe and that we believe that all have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God.  
They know that Christians have led the pro-life movement and they know that our 
Scriptures don’t support the sexual revolution.  They don’t really need us to say 
anything in order to conclude that we have problems with the morality that says 
anything goes, as long as you don’t hurt anybody -- as if we knew what would or could 
be hurtful to someone.

At the core of our world view is the belief that there is a God who has made us, who 
has the right to tell us what is good and what is evil and to require us to do what HE 
SAYS is the good.  At the core of the world view of those that hate us is the idea that 
there is no God, no one can tell me what’s right and wrong for me -- that’s MY 
CHOICE -- and I’ll make it for myself, thank you very much.  When we try to question 
the morality of the world, we run into problems in every area where we disagree.

Where we agree, everything is fine.  We agree that murder and rape and kidnapping 
and pedophilia and extortion and theft are wrong.  But if we disagree about 
euthanasia or about abortion or about what constitutes marriage, then we enter the 
conflict zone.  

Trinity Western University is well into the process of starting a faculty of law, of training 
lawyers who would then be allowed to practice law across the country.  You would 
think that the Law Societies of our country would be mostly concerned with the faculty, 



with the curriculum of study, with the ability of Trinity to produce competent lawyers. 
But these don’t seem to produce as much concern as the “Community Covenant” that 
Trinity Western University requires its students to sign.  One of the contentious values 
that students are to agree to is the Christian standard that says sexual intimacy is to 
be “reserved for marriage between one man and one woman.”  

Last year the Canadian Common Law Program Approval Committee of the Federation 
of Law Societies of Canada gave tentative approval to Trinity, saying that their program 
would offer an acceptable degree.  Before they did that, however, they established a 
Special Advisory Committee to consider the implications of Trinity’s “community 
covenant”.  It’s as if they needed a special committee to investigate whether or not 
people who believed in a traditional view of marriage could possibly be competent to 
practice law in Canada. 

Let me quote from an article by Dwight Newman in the National Post, from January 
21:

Five highly qualified individuals with enormous experience in legal regulation 
received numerous submissions on all sides of the debate, and wrote a
lengthy report on this issue, even commissioning a legal opinion from a 
leading Canadian firm on the constitutional issues at stake.  The committee 
members unanimously concluded that there was no public interest in blocking 
TWU graduates from admission to the bar ...

Despite this decision of the Canadian Federation of Law Societies, law professors 
across the country have begun a letter-writing campaign attempting to influence the 
law societies of each province to exclude Trinity graduates from membership in their 
societies.  If that were to happen across Canada, graduates of Trinity’s law school 
would have nowhere to practice.  

Trinity went through a similar opposition before they were given approval to train 
teachers.  It’s as if people are afraid of any diversity of opinion, or afraid that people of 
faith will be hateful and prejudiced when they encounter people who are gay or 
Muslim or Darwinists.  Are Christians really that hard to get along with?

I’ll read to you an excerpt from an article that appeared ten days later, on February 1, 
also in the National Post, this time written by George Jonas, who is responding to the 
attempt by Carsten Jensen, the president of the law society of Alberta, to oppose the 
establishment of a new law school at Trinity.  In turn, Jensen is being taken to task by 
an Alberta lawyer named John Carpay:

As Carpay tells it: “The Federation of Law Societies of Canada recently 
approved the Trinity law school program, but Carsten Jensen wants to see a 
court strike down this decision.”  Why?  Well, it seems that “the community 
covenant prohibits drunkenness, witchcraft, gossip, pornography, all forms of 
sex oustide of marriage, and a long list of other behaviors and practices.  
Jensen is deeply troubled by the fact that Trinity, as an evangelical Christian 
university, believes that sexual intimacy is ‘reserved for marriage between one 



man and one woman,’” Carpay writes.  Frankly, what troubles me is how far
our culture has moved in how short a time without having moved at all.
When I landed in Canada in the mid-1950’s a university didn’t have to be 
evangelical or even Christian for such a code.  A secular or avowedly atheistic 
university would have had similar rules.  Far from being potential arguments 
against accreditation, an institution couldn’t have hoped to be accredited 
without some such covenant, implied or expressed.  The point is ... that 50 years 
ago it was obligatory to prohibit what is now obligatory to permit or even 
promote.

The world has changed a lot in the last fifty years.  Fifty years ago the church was 
respected as representing the good, the valuable, the true, and now we are looked at 
with suspicion as representing intolerance and hatred.  The evangelical church still 
believes in the Bible, still tries to follow Jesus, still trusts in His redeeming sacrifice 
on the cross, still encourages people to live morally, in a way that brings honour to 
God.  It’s not that we’ve changed a ton over the past fifty years, it’s that our society has.  
Fifty years ago, taking the life of an unborn child in its mother’s womb was considered 
a horror, the worst of crimes against the most defenseless of humans.  Now it’s okay.  
Now it’s necessary.  Now it’s just a blob of tissue and it’s the mother’s right to choose 
what to do with that tissue.

The same could be said about any number of issues.  Morality has become largely a 
private matter.  Of course, there are issues that almost everyone becomes outraged 
about, but those are becoming fewer and fewer.  Again and again, we see the issue of 
euthanasia being raised as a way to guarantee death with dignity.  As far as I can tell, 
the issue is always raised around one person’s very emotional story and then the 
demand is made that laws be changed to allow for death with dignity.  The reality that 
follows in countries who adopt such laws is that seniors in hospital care die more 
quickly, without giving consent, without their family’s knowledge, without dignity or 
respect.  Just a few months ago the British Parliament announced that the Liverpool 
Care Pathway for the Dying Patient would be phased out over this year because they 
found that there were financial incentives being offered to hospitals to get a larger 
number of dying patients on this ”pathway”.  It was bad publicity for the National Health 
Service ... especially as it seemed to greatly hasten the deaths of those who were 
considered terminally ill.  

Less than fifty years ago, most people would have been outraged by a proposal to 
legalize euthanasia.  Today, it is still opposed vigorously, but it has obviously become 
a legitimate topic to talk about.  How long will it take before our society finds that 
pedophilia is a legitimate topic worthy of serious debate?  How long will it be before it 
is okay to send Christians to jail as hate criminals because we say or write 
something that exposes some of the lies of the GLBT community?  Already, 
individuals in Canada have been warned, not for saying anything hateful, but merely 
for telling the truth.  A Christian University in Langley faces all sorts of bigoted, 
intolerant opposition because it wants the right to train lawyers.  We also face 
opposition for believing in a Creator and for believing that there are moral standards 



in the Bible that would make for a better society for all citizens.

Jesus said, “If the world hates you, keep in mind that it hated Me first.  If you belonged 
to the world, it would love you as its own.  As it is, you do not belong to the world, but I 
have chosen you out of the world.  That is why the world hates you.”

Fifty years ago, the influencers in North American society included many Christians.  
The majority of people went to church on Sunday, even in Canada.  Those who 
opposed Christian values did so more from a soap box than from the mainstream of 
media and politics and the justice system.  Today the landscape is very different.  The 
Baby Boomers have done what they set out to do, to change the world.  You may or 
may not think that it’s a better place than it was, but it’s the world we have, and it’s a 
world that desperately needs to know that God is real, that He thinks we’ve stunk the 
joint out pretty badly and that in His compassion and love, He has the solution.  Some 
people will hate us for saying that they are sinners -- but as long as we include 
ourselves in that sentence, they can’t say we’re being bigoted about it.  Some people 
will hate us because we take a moral stance, or we just live differently than they do.  

I think that 1 Peter 4 speaks to us on this topic:
You have spent enough time in the past doing what pagans choose to do -- 
living in debauchery, lust, drunkenness, orgies, carousing and detestable 
idolatry.  They think it strange that you do not plunge with them into the same 
flood of dissipation, and they heap abuse on you.  But they will have to give 
account to Him who is ready to judge the living and the dead. (4:3-5)

Our calling is to look past the abuse, or the hatred, or the unfair comments or the 
unjust accusations and see the real need of people to know that they are loved, that 
there is hope in this world, that Jesus wants to give life to the max to people who don’t 
deserve it.  He’s done that for us.  He wants to do it many times over to people who 
are now outside the community of faith and outside the knowledge of God’s grace.


