
Daniel: The Visions of a Godly Man

Does God know the future?  Can He see into events that lie hundreds of years ahead 
like we can see into present or past events?  If you read a prophecy like the book of 
Daniel, you have to answer that question.  You have to decide if a human being can 
receive a revelation from God about events that will take place far in the future and if 
that person’s testimony is reliable.  Or, you have to get very clever in finding a way 
around the obvious conclusion that God knows what is to come and that God reveals 
those circumstances to His prophets.

Daniel was, as we mentioned last week, among the very few early exiles from 
Jerusalem to Babylon.  A small number of Judea’s fine young men were taken away 
to be servants to King Nebuchadnezzar in 606 B.C. and Daniel went on to serve under 
Nebuchadnezzar’s son, Amel-Marduk, who was murdered by his brother-in-law, 
Nergal-Sharezer, who then reigned for four years.  His young son Labashi-Marduk 
succeeded him, but he lasted only nine months before being killed by a group of 
conspirators working with Belshazzar.  Nabonidus, another son-in-law of 
Nebuchadnezzar reigned for three years, then shared his throne with his son 
Belshazzar.  Belshazzar was ruling in Babylon when the Persians and Medes invaded 
and took his kingdom away from him.  Cyrus was the King of Persia and Darius was 
quite likely just another name for Cyrus.  

Daniel was a godly man, devoted to the law and devoted to honoring the LORD his 
God.  His name means “God is my judge”, but the Babylonians called him 
Belteshazzar.  Bel is a name for Marduk, a favorite god of Nebuchadnezzar, like Ba’al 
in Canaan, and the name Belshazzar means “Bel protect the king”, or, simply, “protect 
his life.”  They were trying to press these young men of Judah into the mold of 
Babylonian princes, giving them names derived from their gods and, if you read the 
first chapter of Daniel, encourag-ing them to eat their food and adopt their customs.  

Now, does anyone know the names of Daniel’s three friends, the ones who ended up 
getting thrown into the fiery furnace because they wouldn’t bow down to the image of 
gold that Nebuchadnezzar put up in the desert?  Their real names, their Jewish 
names . . . 

Hananiah means “Yahweh is gracious”.  His name was changed by the Babylonians 
to “Shadrach” which means “Command of Aku”, Aku being the moon god.  Mishael 
was renamed Meshach and the meaning of his name from “Who is like God?” to 
“Who is like Aku?”  Azariah was the third friend and his name means “Yahweh helps”.  
It was changed to “Abednego”.  “Abed” means “servant of” and it should be followed 
by the name of a Babylonian god, but it seems that Daniel changed one letter to avoid 
calling his friend the servant of Nebo, the Babylonian god of wisdom.

That’s the pressure that Daniel, and others, were under as they served various kings 
in Babylon.  They were being molded into the values and the worship of this foreign 
people, to the extent that their names were changed to make it look like they were now 



worshipers of these gods.  But they kept their faith, and the hope that came from their 
faith, and Daniel was the leading figure in that story.

If there’s one character in the Bible that is most like Daniel, it would have to be 
Joseph.  Joseph was taken captive into a foreign land, was brought up to a position of 
great power, was able to interpret dreams and was also able to keep his faith in God 
and to trust God in the midst of incredibly difficult, painful circumstances.

In chapter 1, Daniel refuses to eat the king’s food and he and his friends come out 
healthier at the end of the trial period.  In chapter 2, the king has a dream and 
demands that his wise men, not only interpret the dream, but tell him what he dreamt, 
then give the interpretation.  Daniel saves their lives as God gives him the dream and 
the interpretation.  In giving the interpretation, Daniel makes it very clear that no 
human being could do what the king has asked of them; only God in heaven could 
provide what the king demanded.  And then he tells the dream that the king had:

As you were lying there, O king, your mind turned to things to come and the 
revealer of mysteries showed you what is going to happen . . . (2:29)
You looked, O king, and there before you stood a large statue -- an enormous, 
dazzling statue, awesome in appearance.  The head of the statue was made of 
pure gold, its chest and arms of silver, its belly and thighs of bronze, its legs of 
iron, its feet partly iron and partly of baked clay.  While you were watching, a 
rock was cut out, but not by human hands.  It struck the statue on its feet of iron 
and clay and smashed them.  Then the iron, the clay, the bronze, the silver and 
the gold were broken to pieces at the same time and became like chaff on a 
threshing floor in the summer.  The wind swept them away without a trace.  But 
the rock that struck the statue became a huge mountain and filled the whole
earth.  (2:31-35)

That’s amazing.  “As you were lying there, O king, your mind turned to things to come.”  
“This is what you were thinking about just before you went to sleep the other night 
and, not only that, but there is a being in this universe who not only knows what you 
were thinking about, but He is the revealer of mysteries and He showed you, through 
this dream, the next 1000+ years of human history.  Stand in awe of Him.”

And then Daniel explains that the dream represented the current kingdom of Babylon, 
the head of gold, and the inferior kingdoms that were coming afterwards: the silver 
Persian empire, the bronze Greek empire, the iron Roman empire which divides into 
two, forming iron and clay.  This might be Rome in the West and Constantinople in the 
east, or simply describe internally divided Rome, kept united by brute force alone.  And 
then Daniel describes the rock that was cut out, but not by human hands, which struck 
the statue on its feet of iron and clay:

In the time of those kings, the God of heaven will set up a kingdom that will 
never be destroyed, nor will it be left to another people.  It will crush those 
kingdoms and bring them to an end, but it will itself endure forever.  (2:44)

Where is the Persian or Greek or Roman Empire today?  They are ruins of ancient 
temples, inscriptions on old stones and stories of conquest and cruelty, but they are 



no more.  Where is the rock that was cut out, but not by human hands.  It has become 
a huge mountain and, in fact, it fills the whole earth.  This is the kingdom of God, the 
Kingdom brought to earth by Jesus Messiah.

And here is the king’s confession when he hears Daniel 
reveal the dream and its meaning:

Surely your God is the God of gods, and the lord of kings and a revealer of 
mysteries, for you were able to reveal this mystery.  (2:47)

Now, if you’re a skeptic, someone who is enchanted by the promise of the 
“Enlightenment” which told us that human reason is everything and that religion and 
faith are nothing, what do you do with a story like that?  There is one usual option, 
which is to say, “This wasn’t written by Daniel, but by someone who lived much later 
who could see some of those events in the rear view mirror.”  This theory would also 
state that the statue in the dream represented separate Persian and Median empires 
and so the final stage would have been Alexander’s Greek empire.  But Daniel always 
links the Persian and Median empires together and so the correct way to interpret the 
dream is to see the final stage as the Roman empire.

In addition there is strong evidence from the language that is used in this writing that it 
cannot have been written much later than the time in which Daniel lived.  The Dead 
Sea scrolls provide us with authentic examples of Hebrew and Aramaic writing from 
the second century BC and they show that the Hebrew and Aramaic of Daniel must 
come from several centuries earlier, before the time when these prophecies were 
fulfilled.  In addition, there are some technical terms in Daniel 3 that were so obsolete 
by the second century BC that the Greek translators of the Old Testament got them 
wrong.

Even beyond those considerations, Daniel’s prophecies clearly were descriptive of 
empires and events that were much later than the second century BC, particularly 
those that describe the Roman empire which did not take control of Palestine until 63 
BC.  Also, Daniel predicted the coming of the “Anointed One, the ruler”, who would 
come 483 years after the issuing of the decree to restore and rebuild Jerusalem, 
which points directly to the time of Jesus and can’t have been witnessed 200 years 
earlier.  The late date for Daniel was inspired by the rationalism of the last few 
hundred years, a rationalism that says, ‘There is no God, therefore there is no one to 
reveal the future, therefore there is no possibility of predictive prophecy.’ All of which is 
false.

Does God know the future?  Can He reveal to human beings events that lie hundreds 
of years, or more, beyond the time in which they live?  We’ve seen one example from 
the life of Nebuchadnezzar; now let’s look at some predictive prophecies from later in 
this book.

In the first year of Belshazzar king of Babylon, Daniel had a dream, and visions 
passed through his mind as he was lying on his bed.  He wrote down the
substance of his dream.  Daniel said, “In my vision at night I looked, and there 



before me were the four winds of heaven churning up the great sea . . .   
Four great beasts, each different from the others, came up out of the sea.
The first was like a lion, and it had the wings of an eagle.  I watched until its 
wings were torn off and it was lifted from the ground so that it stood on two 
feet like a man and the heart of a man was given to it.
And there before me was a second beast, which looked like a bear.  It was 
raised up on one of its sides, and it had three ribs in its mouth between its
teeth.  It was told, ‘Get up and eat your fill of flesh.’
After that, I looked, and there before me was another beast, one that looked 
like a leopard.  Andon its back it had four wings like those of a bird.  This beast 
had four heads and it was given authority to rule.
After that, in my vision at night I looked, and there before me was a fourth beast 
-- terrifying and frightening and very powerful.  It had large iron teeth; it crushed 
and devoured its victims and trampled underfoot whatever was left.  It was 
different from all the former beasts, and it had ten horns.  (7:1-7)

So, here we have Nebuchadnezzar’s dream and Daniel’s dream and they point in a 
very similar direction ... but there is more.  In chapter 8, Daniel has a vision of a ram 
with two long horns, charging north and south and west and vanquishing anything in 
its path.  Suddenly, into the picture comes a goat with one prominent horn and he is 
crossing the whole earth without touching the ground (8:5).   He charges the ram, 
smashes its horns and tramples it.  The goat became great, but at the height of its 
power, the horn broke off and four other horns grew up to replace it.  This time the 
explanation of which nations were represented by the ram and the goat is made very 
clear: the ram is Persia, the goat is Greece.

Now, what these dreams and visions tell us is that God knows the future.  The 
revealer of mysteries showed king Nebuchadnezzar that his kingdom would be 
replaced by a lesser kingdom, and that one would in turn be replaced by a lesser 
kingdom and that would finally be replaced by a very strong, but internally divided 
kingdom.  From gold to silver to bronze to iron and clay.  The Babylonians were 
followed by the Persians -- and Daniel was still alive to see it -- and the Persians by 
the Greeks and the Greeks by the Romans.  The Romans held their kingdom together 
by brute force, because there wasn’t enough common ground to unite all the peoples 
that they ruled -- and so we have a mixture of iron and clay.  

The dream and vision of Daniel in chapters 7 and 8 tell the same story, with some 
additional details.  In the dream Daniel had during the first year of Belshazzar, he saw 
four beasts coming up out of the sea.  The first was like a lion and it had the wings of 
an eagle -- this is the symbol of the Babylonian empire, and perhaps you’ve seen this 
one before.  

The second beast looked like a bear and had three ribs in its mouth between its teeth.  
He had just been to a barbe-cue at Robb’s place.  No, bears aren’t invited.  This is the 
Persian Empire and the ribs are quite possibly Babylon, Lydia and Egypt which were 
oppressed by the Medes and Persians for some time.  



The third beast looked like a leopard with four wings and four heads.  This is Greece: 
the number 4 symbolizes the world, the 4 winds, the 4 compass points, and the wings 
describe the speed at which Alexander the Great would conquer the empires that 
preceeded his.  The four heads are the four kingdoms that emerged after Alexander’s 
early death, at age 32; the Seleucids in Syria, the Ptolemys in Egypt, the general 
Cassander in Macedonia and Greece and the general Lysimachus who ruled Thrace 
and Bythinia.

The fourth beast is not described in terms of an animal that we know - just as 
“terrifying and frightening and very powerful.”  Like the ten toes of iron and clay in the 
statue of Daniel 2, this beast had ten horns ... and clearly represented the Roman 
Empire.  

Now we skip over quickly to the vision of chapter 8 and revisit the ram and the goat.   
The ram was Persia and the goat was Greece.  Notice what the prophet says about 
what will happen to Greece:

At the height of his power his large horn was broken off, and in its place four 
prominent horns grew up toward the four winds of heaven. (8:8)

Notice that Greece was to suffer a setback “at the height of his power”.  And that’s 
exactly what happened.  Alexander led campaigns that reached into India, Pakistan, 
Uzbekistan, Afghanistan and was planning further campaigns when he died.  The four 
prominent horns correspond to the four heads on the leopard in chapter 7 and 
describe the four Greek kingdoms following Alexander.

Now, all these numbers are not accidental or incidental.  They were prophesied with 
specific fulfilments in mind and they were prophesied, in some cases, several 
hundred years before those fulfilments actually happened. Does God know the future?  
Does He reveal certain aspects of the future to His prophets, to people He can trust to 
handle the information?  Do the skeptics have reasonable evidence that would point 
to a late date for the writing of these prophecies, turning them from prophecies into 
histories?  What’s the true picture?

Our modern world, with its rejection of anything that can’t be explained in terms of 
naturally occurring events, has to lie about Daniel ... and Isaiah and Jeremiah and 
Ezekiel.  Specifically, they have to make Daniel a late book and try to interpret his 
references to Rome as somehow applying to an earlier kingdom.  It doesn’t work.  It’s 
clearly wrongheaded, but it is still promoted because it fits in with a worldview where 
God is not active, where He has no power, where He probably doesn’t exist.  When 
you have that world view, you have no room for a Daniel who talks about the Greek 
empire splitting into four kingdoms, more than 200 years before that actually 
happened, and then describes the ruthless power of Rome and its internal struggles 
to stay unified.  

Our God knows.  He knows your future and mine.  He knows where human history is 
going and so I find comfort and encouragement from verses that say that every knee 
will bow and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord to the glory of God the 
Father -- because that voice I can count on.  That voice has proven reliable through 



hundreds of years.  That is the voice of the One who lives in the eternal future and 
eternal past, the One who has always been present.  He sees the future and can 
describe it in detail.  He sees the thoughts that go through our minds as we lie down 
to sleep at night.  This is the voice I trust, while the voices of the deniars, who try to fit 
Daniel and the other prophets into the box of naturalism, I have no time for.  

Now, take the visions of the beasts in Daniel 7 and pile them into one big picture and 
what do you get?  You get the beast of Revelation 13:2. 

The beast I saw resembled a leopard, but had feet like those of a bear and a 
mouth like that of a lion.

These are three of the four beasts in Daniel and the fourth was unlike any animal, the 
beast of Rome, but note that both this beast in Revelation and the one in Daniel 7 
have ten horns.  So, not only does God in His wisdom reveal the future and confirm 
that He is Lord of history, but through His  prophets He reveals a more distant future.  
And this prophecy tells us that the powers of this earth will some day gang up against 
God in the form of this beast.

Now what applications do we get from Daniel?

1.  Daniel had to trust God for things he did not understand.  Daniel saw things that 
terrified him, that left him weak and undone, but he knew where the visions came from 
and so he wrote them out, faithfully passing them on to future generations who would 
someday make sense of them.  We sometimes face things we don’t think we should 
have to face, things we never wanted to deal with, things we don’t understand.  Will we 
trust that God is able to lead us through those circumstances?  Will we be faithful to 
do what he gives us to do right now, whether or not we know what it means or where it 
leads?  Daniel gives us an example of a man who is faithful to his God.

2.  A second application is that fulfilled prophecy is a truly wonderful way to assure 
people that the Word of God is trustworthy.  There are so many, and in such specific 
detail, that it’s truly overwhelming and convincing.

3.  A third application is that we have a right to question the worldview that says that 
everything that happens on this earth has a naturalistic explanation ... that the whole of 
creation has a naturalistic explanation.  There are many things that exist and many 
things that happen, that don’t have a satisfactory, reasonable, believable naturalistic 
explanation.  

4.  Expand your thoughts about God.  Don’t think of Him as a receiving terminal for 
prayer requests.  Think of Him as the Lord of History, the one who knows the end from 
the beginning, the one who reveals His plans to His prophets, the one who knows 
your future and holds it, with love, in His hands.  Pray to the really big God who is 
acting on the really big stage that He has made.  Pray to Him with big faith.  Trust Him 
for great things.  And don’t let Him shrink down in your mind to being a small god who 
doesn’t care much and doesn’t involved himself in your life ... that’s not who He is!


