
Hosea: the Love of God

Many of the prophets didn’t have an easy life.  God asked them to do some very hard 
things in order to proclaim His word.  Think of Ezekiel lying on his left side, bound up 
with ropes, for 390 days, or Jeremiah calling for help from the bottom of a muddy 
cistern.  Think of the messages that they had to deliver to kings and priests and 
nobles.  Here’s one from Jeremiah 25:

Again and again, the LORD has sent you his prophets, but you have not 
listened or even tried to hear.  Each time the message was this: “Turn from 
the evil road you are traveling and from the evil things you are doing.  Only then 
will I let you live in this land.”  (4,5)

That’s one of the calm messages -- others have strong language and graphic 
imagery and were delivered to people in positions of power, people who could have 
you thrown in jail ... or in a muddy cistern.

But when we get to Hosea, the message from Yahweh is profoundly personal.  The 
first verse of the book tells us when God’s word came to Hosea and in verse 2, we 
read this:

When Yawheh first began speaking to Israel through Hosea, He said to him, 
‘Go and marry a prostitute, so some of her children will be born to you from 
other men.  This will illustrate the way My people have been untrue to Me, 
openly committing adultery against the LORD by worshiping other gods.’ (v.2)

That was part of the call on Hosea’s life.  Go and marry a prostitute and raise the 
children of other men as a picture to Israel of her faithlessness in relation to their God.  
That’s not an easy thing and it would be the cause of great pain in Hosea’s life as 
time went on.  But there’s more, and we get a bigger picture of the cost of Hosea’s 
love -- and God’s love -- as we continue reading in chapter 1.  

So Hosea married Gomer, the daughter of Diblaim, and she became pregnant 
and gave Hosea a son.  And the LORD said, ‘Name the child Jezreel, for I am 
about to punish King Jehu’s dynasty to avenge the murders he committed at 
Jezreel.’  (vv. 3,4)

Soon Gomer became pregnant again and gave birth to a daughter.  And the 
LORD said to Hosea, ‘Name your daughter Lo-ruhama -- ‘Not loved’ -- for I will 
no longer show love to the people of Israel or forgive them.  (v.6)

After Gomer had weaned Lo-ruhamah, she again became pregnant and gave 
birth to a second son.  And the LORD said, “Name him Lo-ammi  -- ‘Not my 
people’ -- for Israel is not My people and I am not their God.” (v.8,9)

Part of reading the story of Hosea is this tension between wanting to understand 
what’s going on, what it all means, and this disbelief that God would ever actually do 
what the book says He does.  Marry a prostitute, have some kids, and then start 
calling them names that mean vengeance and “not loved” and “not my people”.  It’s 



like the show where you know it has to turn out well at the end, but you can’t quite 
believe how bad it gets before it turns out well in the end.  But God has already started 
to turn the page on Hosea’s life and prophecy before the end of chapter 1:

Yet the time will come when Israel will prosper and become a great nation.  In 
that day its people will be like the sands of the seashore -- too many to count!  
Then, at the place where they were told, ‘You are not My people’, it will be said, 
‘You are children of the living God.’  . . . In that day you will call your brothers 
Ammi -- ‘My people’.  And you will call your sisters Ruhamah -- ‘The ones I 
love.’          (1:10, 2:1)

That’s the setup for the prophecy of Hosea.  The next step is for God to call His people 
to repentance, to change their ways, to stop being prostitutes and learn to be faithful.  
The language is pretty graphic, the story is pretty sordid; a nation of people who are so 
enamoured with pagan gods that they no longer even recognize what their God, the 
one true God, has done for them:

She doesn’t realize that it was I who gave her everything she has -- the grain, 
the wine, the olive oil.  Even the gold and silver she used in worshiping the 
god Baal were gifts from Me!  (2:8)

They seemingly can’t help themselves.  They are stuck in an addiction that they are 
powerless to break.  God talks about steering His people towards righteousness by 
blocking the path to sin and making it so difficult for them that they will eventually 
concede that they were better off serving Him than Baal.

He also talks about winning her heart again:
Then I will win her back once again.  I will lead her out into the desert and 
speak tenderly to her there.  I will return her vineyards to her and transform the 
Valley of Trouble into a gateway of hope.  She will give herself to Me there, as 
she did long ago when she was young, when I freed her from her captivity in
Egypt. 
“In that coming day,” says Yahweh, you will call Me ‘my husband’ instead of ‘my 
Master.’  (2:14-16)

And from there the prophecy describes the blessings that God would bring to His 
people, not because they have done wonderfully well, but because He loves them -- 
and because He is a lover who wants to bless His beloved, He will protect them from 
animals, remove weapons of war  from the land, demonstrate righteousness and 
justice to His people as well as unfailing love and compassion.

So, the roles that are played in this prophetic book are:
God, the lover who is rejected by His beloved.  Israel, the faithless wife of prostitution, 
who seemingly can’t correct her own wandering ways.  God, the lover, can’t get her out 
of His heart, can’t abandon her.  Israel, the unfaithful, can’t stop chasing after other 
lovers.  

The story, the narrative part of Hosea, ends with chapter 3, a chapter only five verses 



long.  The rest of the book will be lament and pleading and accusation and hope, but 
the story part ends with this:

Then the LORD said to me, “Go and get your wife again.  Bring her back to you 
and love her, even though she loves adultery.  For the LORD still loves Israel 
even though the people have turned to other gods, offering them choice gifts.”
So, I bought her back for fifteen pieces of silver and about five bushels of 
barley and a measure of wine.  Then I said to her, “You must live in my house 
for many days and stop your prostitution.  During this time, you will not have 
sexual intercourse with anyone, not even with me.”
This illustrates that Israel will be a long time without a king or prince, and 
without sacrifices, temple, priests, or even idols!  But afterward the people will
return to the LORD their God and to David’s descendant, their king.  They will 
come trembling in awe to the LORD, and they will receive His good gifts in the 
last days.  (3:1-5)

Why did Hosea have to “buy” his wife back?  The price of redeeming a slave in Israel 
was 30 pieces of silver.  And it seems that Hosea went to the slave market, or 
wherever he found Gomer, and paid 15 pieces of silver and an equivalent amount in 
barley and wine.  In pursuit of her “freedom”, she had fallen on desperate times and 
had sold herself into slavery.  

Notice that God tells Hosea to bring his wife back home and to love her, even though 
she loves adultery.  Why?  Because He still loves Israel, even though they have not 
really loved Him, not faithfully, not wholeheartedly.  

And notice that, as with some of the other prophets, the hope at the end of the 
passage is tied to a descendant of King David, someone in his line will represent the 
LORD to them and they will return then; they will come to worship the new king, the 
heir of David’s throne.  

What do you see in these three chapters that tell Hosea’s story?  Are you surprised 
that God, the Creator, the Lord of all He has made, allows Himself to be portrayed as 
a rejected lover, as the guy who won’t give up on the woman who has shown no 
interest in being His girl?  That’s the picture we have in Hosea.  But it’s not about the 
rejected lover feeling insecure and sorry for Himself; He feels sorry for the loss that 
Israel will experience.  Now that’s love!  He is sad that she will end up in the slave 
market and that He will have to discipline her in order to bring her to a place of 
wholeness.  He’s not coming at this from a place of weak-ness or self-pity, but from a 
place of confident strength:

Hear the word of the LORD, O people of Israel!  The LORD has filed a lawsuit 
against you, saying, “There is no faithfulness, no kindness, no knowledge of 
God in your land.  You curse and lie and kill and steal and commit adultery.  
There is violence everywhere, with one murder after another.  That is why your 
land is not producing.  It is filled with sadness, and all living things are 
becoming sick and dying.  Even the animals, birds and fish have begun to 
disappear. (4:1-3)



He points the finger at His people and tells them that their sin is causing death and 
sadness in the land.  

Alcohol and prostitution have robbed My people of their brains.  They are 
asking a piece of wood to tell them what to do!  They think a stick can tell them 
their future.  Longing after idols has made them foolish.  (4:11f)

In chapter 5, Hosea points to Israel’s leaders and accuses them of leading the 
people into a trap with their arrogance and idolatry.  In chapter 6, he phrases words of 
repentance for the people to use to call out to God with.

Come, let us return unto the Lord!  He has torn us in pieces; now He will heal us.  
He has injured us; now He will bandage our wounds. Oh that we might know 
Yahweh!  Let us press on to know Him!  Then He will respond to us as surely as 
the arrival of dawn or the coming of rains in early spring. (6:1-3)

In chapter 7, the prophet exposes Israel’s heart, that they are in love with evil.  They 
love to rob from each other, to be so drunk that they make fools of themselves, bowing 
to foreign gods, calling on foreign kings to save them from their enemies:

They look everywhere except to heaven, to the Most High.  They are like a 
crooked bow that always misses its target. (7:16)

In chapter 8, the prophet warns that the enemy will soon be upon them, that God has 
rejected their calf, their idol, that they have planted the wind and will harvest the 
whirlwind (v. 7).  In chapters 9 and 10 the warnings of coming judgment continue:

This idol they love so much will be carted away with them when they go as 
captives to Assyria, a gift to the great king there.  Israel will be laughed at and 
shamed because its people have trusted in this idol.  Samaria will be cut off, 
and its king will disappear like a chip of wood on an ocean wave.(10:6f).

But then comes the key passage in this prophecy; the revelation of God’s heart and 
His inner turmoil, chapter 11:

When Israel was a child, I loved him as a son, and I called My son out of Egypt.  
But the more I called to him, the more he rebelled, offering sacrifices to the 
images of Baal and burning incense to idols.  It was I who taught Israel how to 
walk, leading him along by the hand.  But he doesn’t know or even care that it 
was I who took care of him.  I led Israel along with My ropes of kindness and 
love.  I lifted the yoke from his neck, and I Myself stooped to feed him.  (11:1-4)

What’s the tone of this passage?  God is speaking fondly of His history with Israel, of 
the tenderness with which He led them out of Egypt and took care of them in the 
wilderness. But the tone changes abruptly in the next few verses:

But since My people refuse to return to Me, they will go back to Egypt and will be 
forced to serve Assyria.  War will swirl through their cities; their enemies will
crash through their gates and destroy them, trapping them in their own evil 
plans.  For My people are determined to desert Me.  They call Me the Most High
but they don’t truly honor Me.  (vv. 5-7)

These are words of condemnation and judgment.  God is expressing anger at the 



stubborn sinfulness of His people.  He announces war and destruction as the 
consequences for paying lip service to Him as their God while, in reality, they have left 
Him.  Whatever religious observance remains in Israel is superficial; it doesn’t touch 
the hearts of the people.  God’s disappointment seems to be leading Him to reject 
Israel as His people ... but then it changes again:

Oh, how can I give you up, Israel?  How can I let you go?  How can I destroy 
you like Admah and Zeboiim?  My heart is torn within Me, and My compassion 
overflows.  No, I will not punish you as much as My burning anger tells Me to.  I 
will not completely destroy Israel, for I am God and not a mere mortal.  I am the 
Holy One living among you, and I will not come to destroy.  (vv. 8-9)

Justice or mercy; justice or mercy.  There seems to be a debate going on in God’s 
own mind about which of these two directions He should go in.  

For Israel, despite God’s great love for them, despite His desire to show mercy, 
despite the compassion He felt for His people, they were soon to be scattered by the 
power of the Assyrians.  Like Hosea’s wife, they had gone back to their previous love, 
and abandoned the one who had loved them with faithfulness and mercy.  Hosea’s 
wife had gone back to prostitution and ended up in slavery; Israel had gone back to 
idolatry and ended up in defeat and exile, an exile from which they never returned.  
God had to let Israel go. They were no longer His people. They had chosen against 
Him and He honored that choice.  

The prophecy ends with an invitation to repentance.  God leaves the door open to any 
of the Israelites who wish to return to Him:

Bring your petitions and return to the LORD.  Say to Him, “Forgive all our sins 
and graciously receive us, so that we may offer You the sacrifice of praise.
Assyria cannot save us, nor can our strength in battle.  Never again will we call 
the idols we have made ‘our gods’.  No, in You alone do the orphans find 
mercy.  (14:2,3)

That the invitation was refused is a stark fact of history.  The northern kingdom ceased 
to exist in 721 BC and its people were scattered throughout the Assyrian empire.

Today is Palm Sunday, the “anniversary” of the day Jesus arrived in Jerusalem riding 
on the back of a donkey, the fulfilment of a several hundred year-old prophecy from 
Zechariah: 

“Look, your king is coming to you! . 
He is righteous and victorious, yet He is humble, 
riding on a donkey -- even a donkey’s colt.”  (9:9)

Jesus’ journey to Jerusalem is not disconnected with the prophecy of Hosea because 
it contains the fulfilment of Hosea’s prophetic vision of God’s love for His people.  In 
Hosea, God is the lover who remains faithful, who continues to extend mercy even 
while being rejected and replaced.  In Jesus, we see the full extent of that mercy.  We 
see God riding on a donkey, riding to the fickle applause of the crowds, riding towards 



His death at the hands of people who loved power more than mercy.  In Hosea’s 
prophecy and in the ride to Jerusalem we see the fullness of sacrificial love.  We see 
God loving us when we hated Him and choosing a loving response that had the 
potential to heal us, if we could or would ever choose to be healed.  We see God’s 
final answer to His own question, “How can I give you up? -- I can’t!  I won’t! I will pay 
the price to love you with faithfulness and great compassion.  I will not abandon you, 
even if you would choose for a time to abandon Me.”

The love of God, in Hosea’s prophecies and in Jesus’ willingness to go to the cross, 
is the baseline from which we understand the Scriptures -- and I’ll close with just one 
point of application for us today:

- God’s love for us doesn’t guarantee an easy life, or even a simple one.  Hosea’s life 
was ordered by God, but not for the prophet’s comfort or convenience, but to speak a 
profound and moving message about the love that God has for His people, the 
longing of His heart to have fellowship with us, the passionate desire of God to see 
us walk out our lives with wholeness, in submission to His will.  

One of the most appropriate ways in which we can serve God is by loving people the 
way He has loved us; with an unselfish compassion.  The first step in that is to accept 
that God actually loves us to that extent, that the life of Hosea and the ride into 
Jerusalem demonstrate His care and His commitment to you and to me.  When we 
are secure in God’s love, we are free to love others with great and generous hearts.  


