
Zechariah: Your King Comes to You

We’re going to jump ahead a long way from Jonah this week and next to examine two 
of the prophets who spoke to Judah after their return from exile.  From the early eighth 
century, we now move to the late sixth century BC, or about 250 years closer to the 
birth of Jesus.  Cyrus, the ruler over the Persian Empire that had defeated Babylon, 
granted the Jews permission to return to their homeland and to rebuild the temple.  
His successor, Darius, had a particular interest in the religious beliefs of people 
throughout his empire, and he took up the cause of the Jews who wanted to complete 
the rebuilding of the temple.  The prophet Haggai was one who challenged the people 
to seize this opportunity and to finish the great work that had been started, but then 
interrupted by opponents of the Jews.  Here is part of Haggai’s message:

Who of you is left who saw this house in its former  glory?  How does it look to 
you now?  Does it not seem to you like nothing?  But now be strong, O 
Zerrubabel, declares Yahweh.  Be strong, O Joshua son of Jehozadak, the high 
priest.  Be strong, all you people of the land, declares the LORD, and work.
For I am with you, declares the LORD Almighty.  (Haggai 2:3,4)

So, that was the kind of encouragement, of spurring on, that was Haggai’s ministry to 
the Jews after the exile.

Today we’re going to look at another prophet from the same time period as Haggai, 
and whose prophetic writings come right after Haggai in the Old Testament - this is 
Zechariah, who began his ministry at about the same time as Haggai, but who 
continued for long after, probably another 40 years.  

Zechariah was born in or near Babylon.  He was part of a family of priests -- his 
grandfather Iddo is mentioned in Nehemiah 12:4 as one of the Levites who returned 
with Zerubbabel among the first exiles to go back to Jerusalem.  Later, Zechariah 
would succeed his grandfather as the head of his priestly family, a fact which 
suggests that his father, Berekiah, had died at a relatively young age.

Zechariah’s writings are intended as encouragement to a people who had been 
devastated by years of exile, the loss of the magnificent temple that Solomon had 
built, the destruction of their city which still was largely in ruins as Haggai and 
Zechariah preached their messages.  Like Haggai, Zechariah urged the people to 
press forward with the work on the temple:

Then the word of Yahweh came to me: “The hands of Zerubbabel have laid the 
foundation of this temple; his hands will also complete it.  Then you will know 
that Yahweh Almighty has sent me to you.  Who despises the day of small 
things?  Men will rejoice when they see the plumbline in the hand of 
Zerubbabel.” (4:8-10)

But this is not the main focus of the prophecy.  Zechariah gives more attention to 
spiritual renewal, urging the Jews to return to God and assuring them that God is 
more than willing to return to them as well.  



Therefore tell the people: This is what the LORD Almighty says: “Return to Me,” 
declares Yahweh Almighty, “and I will return to you,” says Yahweh Almighty.  
Do not be like your forefathers, to whom the earlier prophets proclaimed . . . 
“Turn from your evil ways and your evil practices.”  But they would not listen or 
pay attention to Me, declares the LORD.  (1:3,4)

Zechariah is launching into his prophecy by reminding the Jews of their recent history.  
They had ignored the many warnings the prophets had given them and had, basically, 
forced God’s hand, called Him on those warnings.  The result had been tragic and the 
prophet is saying, “Don’t let that happen to you again.  Don’t keep resisting God!”  

Later in the chapter, the prophet asks the LORD how long the people have to wait until 
He shows favour again to His people.  The answer is comforting:

“Therefore, this is what Yahweh says: ‘I will return to Jerusalem with mercy, and 
there My house will be rebuilt.  And the measuring line will be stretched out
over Jerusalem,” declares Yahweh Almighty.  Proclaim further: This is what 
Yahweh Almighty says: “My towns will again overflow with prosperity, and the
LORD will again comfort Zion and choose Jerusalem.” (1:16,17)

In chapter 2, we read another encouraging promise from Yahweh:
“Jerusalem will be a city without walls because of the great numbers of men 
and livestock in it.  And I Myself will be a wall of fire around it,” declares the 
LORD, “and I will be its glory within.”  (2:4,5)

What a cool picture.  God surrounds the city as a wall of fire, protecting them in the 
way that stone and mortar walls had done in the past, but also in a way that shines 
brightly on the city and its people.  That’s the glory of God - defeating His enemies and 
bringing hope and comfort to His people.

At the end of chapter 2, we read again of God’s great plans for Jerusalem.  
“Shout and be glad, O Daughter of Zion.  For I am coming, and I will live among 
you,” declares the LORD.  “Many nations will be joined with Yahweh in that day 
and will become My people.  I will live among you and you will know that 
Yahweh Almighty has sent Me to you.  (2:10,11)

Notice some things with me, here.  Zechariah begins by calling on the people to 
return to the LORD and then says that, if they do, the LORD will return to them.  Here, 
the prophet is anticipating that the people of God will return to their God, because He 
is telling them that God will be with them: “I am coming and I will live among you.”  And 
then he throws in this bigger picture of who the 
”you” is referring to -- “Many nations will be joined with the LORD and will become My 
people.”  This is the mission of God’s people being raised up to their awareness.  
Their story is not just about them -- as we saw last week; Jonah would have preferred 
that option -- but it is about the nations of the world.  God’s vision was always going to 
be about far more than just the children of Abraham, making them safe and happy, but 
His vision would see Abraham’s offspring bringing blessing to all the nations.



The third thing to notice in this paragraph is that this is a prophecy of the coming 
Messiah.  It begins with “I am coming” declares Yahweh and it ends with, “I will live 
among you and you will know that Yahweh Almighty has sent Me to you.”  Yahweh is 
sending Himself --  this is the other side of “I am coming” and it should be understood 
as meaning, “I am coming in the person of the Messiah”.  This becomes a major 
theme in this book of Zechariah’s prophecies.  

In chapter 6, we read a description of a person who will be called “The Branch”.  This 
term is also used in Isaiah and here’s a reference from Jeremiah:

“The days are coming,” declares Yahweh, “when I will raise up to David a 
righteous Branch, a King who will reign wisely and do what is just and right in
the land.  In His days Judah will be saved and Israel will live in safety.  This is 
the name by which He will be called: Yahweh our Righteousness.”  (Jer. 23:5,6)

Jewish interpreters from way back have understood that the term “Branch” is a 
reference to the Messiah who was to come, the Redeemer of God’s people.

What we find, as we read through the prophecies of Zechariah, are many specific 
references to the One who was to come, prophecies that were fulfilled in Jesus.  One 
of the most familiar is the one that was fulfilled when Jesus rode into Jerusalem on 
the back of a donkey:

Rejoice greatly, O Daughter of Zion!  Shout! Daughter of Jerusalem!
See, your king comes to you - righteous and having salvation
Gentle and riding on a donkey - on a colt, the foal of a donkey (9:9)

And the fulfilment, from John’s gospel, chapter 12:
The next day, the great crowd that had come for the Feast heard that Jesus was 
on His way to Jerusalem.  They took palm branches and went out to meet Him,
shouting, “Hosanna!” “Blessed is He who comes in the Name of the Lord!” 
“Blessed is the King of Israel.” Jesus found a young donkey and sat upon it, as 
it is written, “Do not be afraid, O Daughter of Zion; see your King is coming, 
seated on a donkey’s colt” (John 12:12-15)

But it wasn’t to be an all-glorious and wonderful week of celebrating the Passover.  
Jesus would be betrayed, arrested, tried, crucified and buried.  The betrayal is 
described over 400 years before it happened in chapter 11:

This is what Yahweh my God says: Pasture the flock marked for slaughter.  
Their buyers slaughter them and go unpunished.  Those who sell them say, 
“Praise the LORD, I am rich!”  Their own shepherds do not spare them . . . 
So I pastured the flock marked for slaughter, particularly the oppressed of the 
flock.  Then I took two staffs and called one Favor and the other Union, and
I pastured the flock . . . the flock detested me, and I grew weary of them and 
said, “I will not be your shepherd . . .”
Then I took my staff called Favor and broke it, revoking the covenant I had 
made with all the nations . . . I told them, “If you think it best, give me my pay; 
but if not, keep it.”  So they paid me thirty pieces of silver.  And the LORD said to 
me, “Throw it to the potter -- the handsome price at which they priced me!  So I 



took the thirty pieces of silver and threw them into the house of the LORD to the 
potter.  (11:4-13)

You know where this is going, I’m sure, but let me take you there anyway.  Matthew 27, 
starting at v. 3:

When Judas, who had betrayed Him, saw that Jesus was condemned, he was 
seized with remorse and returned the thirty silver coins to the chief priests and 
the elders.  “I have sinned,” he said, “for I have betrayed innocent blood.”
“What is that to us?” they replied.  “That’s your responsibility.”
So Judas threw the money into the temple and left.  Then he went away and 
hanged himself.
The chief priests picked up the coins and said, “It is against the law to put this 
money into the treasury, since it is blood money.”  So they decided to use the 
money to buy the potter’s field as a burial place for foreigners.  That is why it 
has been called the Field of Blood to this day.  Then what was spoken by ...  the 
prophet was fulfilled: “They took the thirty silver coins, the price set on him by 
the people of Israel, and they used them to buy the potter’s field.”  (27:3-10)

Another prophecy of the Messiah comes at the end of chapter 12, v. 10:
They will look on me, the one they have pierced, and they will mourn for him as 
one mourns for an only child, and grieve bitterly for him as one grieves for a 
firstborn son.

A few verses later, this loss is given meaning - 13:1
On that day a fountain will be opened to the house of David and the inhabitants 
of Jerusalem, to cleanse them from sin and impurity.

The grievous loss, the one they have pierced, will be the source of forgiveness and 
cleansing.  Messiah.

In chapter 13, verse 7 we read the verse:
Strike the shepherd and the sheep will be scattered

On the night before he was crucified, on the Mount of Olives,
Jesus said this to His disciples:

“This very night you will all fall away on account of  Me, for it is written: ‘I will 
strike the shepherd, and the sheep of the flock will be scattered.”  (Matt. 26:31)

In this combination of texts from Zechariah, we find out that the Messiah would be 
rejected by His own people, would be betrayed for 30 pieces of silver, would be 
pierced and His piercing would bring about cleansing and forgiveness, and that He 
would be abandoned by His followers.  As I reflect on these references, I’m amazed 
that the chief priests and teachers of the law didn’t see what they were doing to Jesus 
as being the fulfilment of Zechariah’s prophecies.  

In addition to these obvious references to the Messiah’s coming and His fate, there 
are some more subtle ones as well.  He would come in lowliness, in a humble state 



(6:12); He would be a human being; He would be both a priest and a king (6:13); His 
reign would extend from sea to sea and from the River to the ends of the earth (9:10); 
He would establish enduring peace (3:10; 9:9,10); He would rebuild the temple of the 
LORD (6:12,13).  That last phrase seems to have missed the mark, except that Jesus 
created a whole new and different temple.  In John 2:19, He said to the Jews, “Destroy 
this temple and I will raise it again in 3 days.”  The next verse tells us He spoke about 
His body.  The new temple, the new “place of worship”, is not in Jerusalem, as Jesus 
went on to tell the woman at the well in chapter 4 of John’s Gospel:

Believe Me, woman, a time is coming when you will worship the Father neither 
on this mountain nor in Jerusalem . . . A time is coming and has now come
when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for they are 
the kind of worshipers the Father seeks.  (4:21-23)

Jesus’ body was raised in 3 days and Jesus has become the focus of the worship we 
offer the Father.  It was Jesus’ sacrifice that saved us, His love that forgave us and His 
Spirit who is changing us to make us more like Him.  None of this is what the chief 
priests, the Pharisees, or the teachers of the law expected, but it did fulfill the Word of 
the Lord given through Zechariah the prophet.

Summary:
Zechariah’s writings were an encouragement to the Jews to remain faithful to God, 
because God would be faithful to His promises to them.
Part of the specific encouragement was to urge them to press on to complete the 
rebuilding of the temple.
A greater focus was on spiritual rebuilding and renewal; Zechariah urged the people 
to return to God, told them that God would turn to them if they did, and then described 
what God’s coming to them would look like.  These are the Messianic prophecies of 
Zechariah and are filled with words of hope and comfort and promise for the future.  

Applications:
What does the phrase “turn to God” mean to us today?  Have we been putting our faith 
in little gods made of wood or carved from stone?  Not likely, but we can put our hope 
in other things, like ourselves, like our government, like a lottery ticket, like what the 
world tells us about how to be popular, how to be successful, how to get ahead.  But 
money will not save us, even if we have a lot of it.  Being influential will not save us, 
neither will our own strength or our own smarts save us.  As helpful as those things 
can be, they are no substitute for God’s presence and this little “formula” in Zechariah, 
“return to Me and I will return to you” is really a powerful call to us.  Learn to trust the 
Lord and to walk closely with Him.  Make prayer a part of what you do when you’re 
thinking about something that matters in your life.  Develop the habit of conversing 
with God, and develop a sensitive ear for His voice responding to your prayers.  You 
don’t have to hear as clearly as Zechariah or the other prophets to be confident that 
God is leading you, that He is really interested in giving you direction.  “Return to Me 
and I will return to you” operates on a lot of levels - we can benefit a great deal by 
applying this to our prayer, our worship, our reading and study of the Scriptures and in 
guarding our hearts from falling in love with the values of this world.



The second application from this book is that we receive the encouragement that it 
contains.  This is a good news prophecy, filled with hope.  It describes the coming of 
the Messiah and the kingdom of justice and peace that He will establish on the earth.  
It describes God’s sovereignty over human history, His power to move nations, to 
overturn patterns of human rebellion and to bring about His rule, and with it peace and 
prosperity.  We look at the world today and it’s not hard to feel discouraged.  In fact, the 
more we know about the way governments and media and so-called “higher 
education” and the courts and business work, the more hope is drained out of us.  
There is an inevitable confrontation coming in our society, both in the U.S. and in 
Canada, between religious freedom and sexual freedom.  Despite long-standing 
guarantees of religious freedom in our Charter and our laws, it would take an act of 
God to see religious freedoms upheld in this coming confrontation.  But do we give up 
hope because we who have faith in Christ are becoming a marginalized minority in 
Canada? 

Not if we believe and hold firm to the teaching of Zechariah.  His God said He would 
be a wall of fire around Jerusalem and her glory within.  His God promised to release 
the prisoners of hope and restore to them twice what they had before.  His God 
promised to be a shepherd to His people Judah, to bring them strength and to 
cleanse them from their sins.  His God promised to reign over His people and to bring 
them peace.  And, over and over again, His God said that He would come and make 
His home among them, not ruling over them from far away, but being their King and 
ruling over the whole earth from within their land.  This is God’s grace, to them and to 
us, and He has come and He has made His home in our hearts.  Rise up in the joy of 
knowing His presence within us and in receiving the gifts of hope and of purpose that 
He has provided to each one of us.  Our King has come - He is here - He reigns 
forever.


