
Proclaiming Good News 

Mark’s Gospel is fast-paced and compact.  The writer tells the stories of Jesus without a 
lot of detail and uses words like “immediately” or “suddenly” more than the other gospel 
writers.  The effect is that you move quickly from event to event in the life of Jesus.  
Here’s an example from the first chapter of Mark’s Gospel:
! At once (right after Jesus was baptized) the Spirit sent Him out into the desert, 
! and He was in the desert forty days being tempted by Satan.  He was with the 
! wild animals and angels attended Him.
! After John was put in prison, Jesus went into Galilee, proclaiming the good news 
! of God.  “The time has come,” He said. “The kingdom of God is near.  Repent 
! and believe the good news!”
! As Jesus walked beside the Sea of Galilee, He saw Simon and his brother 
! Andrew casting a net into the lake . . .  (1:12-16)

In just a few verses Jesus is baptized, tempted, starts His public ministry and calls His 
first disciples.  And in the heart of that section is this little nugget; the message that 
Jesus preached.  There are four parts to it, the heart of the gospel message:
1. The time has come
2. The kingdom of God is near
3. Repent
4. Believe the good news!

First off, Jesus announced that the time had come.  What time was it?  We know that 
the Jews were waiting for a move of God, a restoration of the Kingdom of David through 
the anointed one, or Messiah.  We know also that there were many self-proclaimed 
messiahs during this period of Jewish history, most of whom raised up followers to fight 
against Rome in hopes of restoring the glory days of ancient Israel.  If Jesus meant 
something different by his message, it sure would have been a surprise to anyone 
listening; when someone said, in that political and religious climate, “The time has 
come”, they surely meant “God’s time has come” and Jesus makes it clear that that is 
exactly what He meant in the words that follow.

“The kingdom of God is near.”  God’s going to be the king around here again.  He’s 
going to rule over His people, like He did through the prophets and priests of old.  He’s 
going to take charge of this nation and what He says will happen is what will happen.  
Of course, in the minds of Jesus’ listeners, this implied that the Messianic King would 
come and deliver them from the oppression of the Roman Empire and restore their 
fortunes to what they were during the reign of David.  

The Kingdom hadn’t fully arrived, though - Jesus only said that it was near - but that 
was enough to drive expectations and hopes that had been weakened through decades 
of struggle.  

“Repent!”  This imminent arrival of God’s Kingdom wouldn’t come without a change in 
the practices of the people of God.  This was a call from Jesus for change, for a turning 



from old ways and a commitment to obey their God.  The rule of God could not be 
established where people had become lazy and rebellious in their attitudes towards 
God’s laws.  There had to be a revival of spiritual integrity, an awareness of what God 
required and a wholehearted desire to do God’s will.  So Jesus calls for a change of 
mind and heart that will prepare people for the new order of things, for the Kingdom of 
God.

“Believe the good news!”  What is that exactly?  That the time has come and that God is 
about to take charge and rule over His people.  Jesus called people to believe that 
message, to trust that what He was saying to them was true, and, as was typical in 
middle eastern thought, to act on it.  Belief was never just ‘mental assent’ in the Ancient 
Near East; it was always accompanied by action.  The actions that Jesus was asking for 
were repentance and obedience, and obedience would be measured as the willingness 
to trust Him and to follow Him.  The good news of the Kingdom coming was proclaimed 
by Jesus of Nazareth sometime around the year 30 A.D. in the Galilee region north of 
Judea.  Those who heard and believed would soon be on a mission that changed the 
world.

The only other place in Mark’s Gospel that the phrase “good news” appears, at least in 
the NIV translation, is right at the end -- so we read it in chapter 1 and in chapter 16 (vv.
15f). Here’s the passage:
! Jesus said to them, “Go into all the world and preach the good news to all 
! creation.  Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever does not 
! believe will be condemned.

Again, there are some things we need to note from this passage.  Jesus tells us that the 
good news is for every person, not just for a few, not just for the desperately needy, but 
“preach the good news to all creation!”  And, as we saw at the beginning of Mark, He 
says that the necessary and appropriate response is faith: “Whoever believes” is the 
person who attains salvation while the one who won’t accept and trust in the message 
Jesus has brought is judged.   

Luke uses the phrase “good news” much more often than Mark does and he helps us 
understand what the content of that good news is in several places.  One of the most 
familiar is found in Luke 2:10, as angels greet shepherds on the hills outside of 
Bethlehem.  Notice the elements of their announcement:
! Do not be afraid.  I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people.  
! Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; He is Christ the Lord.  
! ! (2:10,11)

Notice the things that mark this out as good news: there is no fear to be attached to the 
message, even though it is delivered by an angel surrounded by the glory, or brilliance, 
of heaven.  Instead of fear, this is news that brings with it great joy, a joy that is for 
everyone, for all people.  This is universally good news.  And then, the heart of the good 
news - “a Savior has been born to you; He is the Messiah!”  A Savior and a Messiah 
answer the people’s longings, their greatest hopes.  They had been oppressed, 
victimized in their own land, in their own villages, and now someone had come to 



rescue them, to save them.  Of course, the use of the word “Messiah” carried with it a 
load of expectations, the hopes of the Jewish people rested on the fulfillment of this 
long-awaited promise from God.

The next reference in Luke might make you scratch your head.  I’ll just read it and let 
you think about it:
! John answered them all, “I baptize you with water but One more powerful than I 
! will come, the thongs of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie.  He will baptize 
! you with the Holy Spirit and with fire.  His winnowing fork is in his hand to clear 
! his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his barn, but he will burn up the 
! chaff with unquenchable fire.”  And with many other words John exhorted the 
! people and preached the good news to them.  (Luke 3:16-18)
What was good news in that passage?  That the Spirit-giver had come and that he 
would be inviting people to a new experience of God.  We get hung up on any note of 
judgment, but rejection of God has to bring judgment or it’s not important - it doesn’t 
really matter.  Does that make sense to you?  If Jesus is important, if He is the central 
figure in human history, then it should matter what human beings do about Him.  If He’s 
not important - interesting, maybe, but not really important - then people can take Him 
or leave Him as they choose.  John is saying that Jesus’ presence on earth is life-
changing, world-changing and that those who reject Him are inviting judgment -- He’s 
that important. 

The picture of “gospel” in Luke seems to hit on some very familiar passages - like the 
next one, in 4:18, where Jesus reads from the Isaiah scroll in the synagogue in 
Nazareth, His home town:
! The Spirit of the Lord is on me, 
! Because He has anointed me to preach good news to the poor,
! He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for 
!   the blind
! To release the oppressed, 
! To proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.  (18,19)

From this passage we see a little more of the content of the good news, that it seems to 
focus on people who are beaten down by the world they live in - the poor, the prisoners, 
the blind, the oppressed.  What does all that have to do with the year of the Lord’s 
favor?  That year was Jubilee, which God commanded in His laws to be celebrated 
every 50 years, but which Israel never carried out; the year when debts were to be 
forgiven, when property was to be restored to the ancestral owners of land, slaves were 
to be released.  It was a year when those who had struggled in poverty would be given 
a new hope, the freedom to start over.  This was God’s plan for His people, a turning 
point of grace for people who had nothing else to hang onto.  And Jesus came to 
Nazareth and announced that the year of Jubilee was for now, that He had been 
anointed to bring this good news to God’s people.  That’s a powerful announcement, 
restoring a command God had given some 13 or 1400 years earlier.



At the end of this same chapter, Jesus leaves the town of Capernaum for an early 
morning time of prayer, but the people find Him and try to bring Him back to continue 
the healing ministry He’d started there the evening before:
! But He said, “I must preach the good news of the kingdom of God to the other 
! towns also, because that is why I was sent.”  (Luke 4:43)
Again, the picture is of a gospel that is inclusive, that reaches out from the familiar place 
where we are accepted and appreciated and goes to others who haven’t had the 
opportunity to hear such good news.

In Luke 9 we read about Jesus sending out the twelve disciples on their first mission 
trip.  Here’s what happened:
! So they set out and went from village to village, preaching the gospel (or ‘good 
! news’) and healing people everywhere. (9:6)
So the good news, the message of the kingdom coming, was accompanied by more 
good news, physical healing.

We get an interesting insight into this gospel that Jesus preached in Luke 16:16:
! Until John the Baptist began to preach, the laws of Moses and the messages of 
! the prophets were your guides.  But now the Good News of the Kingdom of God 
! is preached, and eager multitudes are forcing their way in.

From these words of Jesus, we see that the Gospel of the Kingdom is superior to all 
that came before, that it replaces the law and the prophets as the guide for a person’s 
faith and walk with God.  God’s reign is direct and personal and calls for people to 
respond to it.  And those who respond well are the eager ones, the ones willing to make 
it a priority, who enter “forcibly”.  The picture I get from this verse is that people who “get 
it”, who can see the precious, valuable nature of the Kingdom of God come in its 
fullness and power and grace, will drop the distractions, will leave off doing what they 
were doing and will eagerly pursue this new Kingdom.  And wasn’t that the message of 
a number of Jesus’ parables - the pearl of great price, the treasure buried in the field?

One other quick mention from Luke’s gospel is the story of Jesus teaching in the 
temple, right after His arrival in Jerusalem on the back of a donkey, accompanied by 
shouts of “Hosanna!” and “Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord!”  There 
was great excitement in the city and Jesus began to teach in the temple.  Luke 20 
begins with these words (vv. 1,2):
! One day, as He was teaching the people in the temple courts and preaching the 
! good news, the chief priests and the teachers of the law, together with the elders, 
! came up to Him.  ‘Tell us by what authority you are doing these things.’ 
!
What we see from this brief mention of Jesus’ gospel proclamation is that good news is 
not always welcome news.  There are always going to be people for whom the message 
of the kingdom of God is not welcome and will not be received.  Just a couple of verses 
earlier we read that these religious leaders were looking for a way to kill Jesus and we 
know that they found that way.  



So, what have we learned about the gospel from looking at the use of this term which 
means “good news”?
1. We learn that things are at their best when God is in charge, when He is reigning as 

King and His people are submitted to His rule.  That’s what Jesus kept announcing: 
the Kingdom of God is near -- His reign, His rule -- and He called it good news.  
Immediately you see that there is a potential conflict arising -- His way vs. our way -- 
but the point is still being made: when God is in charge and His people obey Him, 
things are better.

2. We learn that this is good news for everyone.  I’m going to get into this a little bit in an 
upcoming sermon, but Jesus never gives a hint that the good news He is preaching is 
good for some and not so good for others.  He describes it as good news that must 
be preached to every people group on earth, and the angels called it good news of 
great joy for all people.  

3. The good news of God’s Kingdom requires a response from each individual.  Jesus 
made it very clear that people had to respond in faith, by believing what He was 
telling them and by trusting in Him as being who He said He was, God’s Son, God’s 
presence on earth.  That presence of God among His people will ensure that those 
people do not remain the same.  That’s what is implied by Jesus’ call from the 
beginning to “repent and believe the good news”.  We will either repent, the act of 
humbling ourselves and accepting that He’s right and we’re not, and then being 
willing to change - or we will refuse that act of humbling ourselves, retain our pride, 
our spirit of independence from God, and He will honor that and allow us to remain 
independent from Him, both in this life and in the life to come.  The passage in Luke 
describing John the Baptist’s message about Jesus baptizing with the Holy Spirit and 
with fire is directly about the changes God will produce - the fire burns up the chaff, 
the waste materials that are still lingering in our lives, which makes room for the 
Spirit.  And the Spirit continues the process of transformation, of changing our 
attitudes and giving us more grace for others and all the other things that are part of 
God’s purpose for our lives.

4. So, good news of God’s coming kingdom, news that is for every person and news 
that requires a response, will create a response - either for or against.  Jesus drops 
some big hints about those who will respond with gladness - the poor, the prisoner, 
the blind, the oppressed, those humble enough to sense their need for God and those 
who have a desire to change.  There are also those who need healing, who have a 
need and are open to having God meet that need. These are all the ones who “force 
their way in” to the coming kingdom.  On the other hand are the people who already 
have power and wealth and who love having the respect of their peers more than 
they love receiving the grace of God.  

This is the burden of responsibility that falls on all of us who love the Lord and who want 
our lives to count in His kingdom.  We have good news of great joy that is for all people 
-- it’s just that some don’t want it and won’t be open to receiving it.  Our mission, given 
to us by Jesus, is to risk the possibility of rejection, to care more about what Jesus 



deserves than what it might cost us, and to bring His good news to people.  Let me say 
that again: our mission, given to us by Jesus, is to risk the possibility of rejection, to care 
more about what Jesus deserves than what it might cost us, and to bring His good news 
to people.  The place to start is in prayer, gaining God’s heart for the people He loves so 
much that He sent His Son into the world to pay the price for their sin against Him.  And 
as we pray, we ask for the opportunity to share good news, for doors to open, for a 
positive response to our invitation, whether to Alpha or church, whatever, and look for 
the leading of the Spirit.


