
Two Healings

Last week we saw the first look at Jesus’ public ministry.  He preached a simple 
message, “the Kingdom of God is near, so change your lives,” and then He broke 
people free from demonic oppression and from physical illness.  We saw that these 
actions made Him both immensely popular with the people of Galilee, and also made 
them very curious about who He was.  They had never before seen someone teach and 
act with such authority.  

This week we’re going to look at two miraculous healing events that come after Jesus 
had decided to travel throughout Galilee to teach and to heal.
! A man with leprosy came to Him and begged Him on his knees, “If you are 
! willing, you can make me clean.”
! Filled with compassion, Jesus reached out His hand and touched the man.  “I am 
! willing,” he said.  “Be clean!”  Immediately the leprosy left him and he was cured.  
! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! (Mark 1:40-42)

Notice the approach that the man with leprosy takes towards Jesus.  He is on his knees, 
begging.  There is no pride here, no defiant demanding, just a need and a request.  
Notice, too, that He has no doubt about Jesus‘   ability to heal, only about Jesus’ 
willingness to cleanse him from leprosy.  I find that is so often the case in our dealings 
with God - we know that He loves, but does He really love me?  We know that He is 
able to do more than we ask or even imagine, but is He willing to do those kinds of 
things for me?  

Jesus responds with compassion.  The Greek word for compassion is an interesting one 
- it refers to the “inner parts” of a sacrifice and, when describing emotion, it should 
probably be translated, “from the gut” or “from the heart”.  This compassion is a deep 
feeling, a strong empathy with someone who is suffering.  Filled with this strong 
empathy, this “from the gut” response to a man who has suffered long from the physical 
and social wounding caused by leprosy, Jesus does an incredibly healing thing - He 
reaches out and touches this man.  

You can be sure that this man had not felt human touch in a very long time, unless it 
was the touch from another leper.  He came to Jesus hoping against hope that Jesus 
would be willing to heal him, never dreaming, I’m sure, that Jesus would reach out his 
hand to touch him. And Jesus then says, “I am willing - be clean,” and the man is 
restored, free from his leprosy.  

The paragraph that follows is longer than the story of the miracle.  There is something 
important that Mark is saying in these verses - let’s read on:
! Jesus sent him away at once with a strong warning: “See that you don’t tell this 
! to anyone.  But go, show yourself to the priest and offer the sacrifices that Moses 
! commanded for your cleansing as a testimony to them.”  Instead, he went out 
! and began to talk freely, spreading the news.  As a result, Jesus could no longer 



! enter a town openly but stayed outside in lonely places.  Yet the people still came 
! to him from everywhere.     (1:43-45)

In last week’s story, we noticed that Jesus drove evil spirits out of people, but would not 
allow them to speak, we’re told in v. 34, because they knew who He was.  Here, a man 
healed of leprosy is told to keep quiet about it, but the reason for this silence is more of 
a mystery.  Why would Jesus not want people to hear this man’s testimony of what the 
Lord had done for him?  The reason may be given in v. 45 - because as the news about 
Jesus spread, His ministry was restricted.  Now, He had to stay away from the mob 
scenes in the villages and wait for people to come to Him in what Mark describes as 
“desolate”, “wild” or “lonely” places. This is the same word that was used  in verse 35 to 
describe where Jesus went, early on that last morning in Capernaum, to pray - a remote 
or solitary place.

The second story of healing comes in the next passage, the beginning of chapter 2, as 
Jesus returns once more to His home base of Capernaum:
! A few days later, when Jesus again entered Capernaum, the people heard that 
! He had come home.  So many gathered that there was no room left, not even 
! outside the door, and He preached the word to them.  Some men came, bringing 
! to Him a paralytic, carried by four of them.  Since they could not get him to Jesus 
! because of the crowd, they made an opening in the roof above Jesus and, after 
! digging through it, lowered the mat the paralyzed man was lying on.  When Jesus 
! saw their faith, He said to the paralytic, “Son, your sins are forgiven.”  (2:1-5)

This passage, along with the one we saw in Matthew 4 last week, recognizes that 
Capernaum is now Jesus’ home.  When He had left to do a tour of other villages in 
Galilee, everyone was looking for Him, and so it’s not a surprise to see everyone now 
crowding into the home where He was staying - quite possibly Peter’s home.  These 
homes would be considered very small by today’s standards and so the space around 
Jesus would soon be gone, crammed with people who want to listen to Him speak and 
to watch what He does.  People are gathered outside in the doorway and at the 
windows with a similar goal in mind.  So when several men come, carrying a man on a 
mat, anyone could quickly see that there was no way to get the man anywhere close to 
Jesus.  

The typical house construction of the day was single story with a roof made of branches 
and mud and most homes had access to the roof by way of a ladder.  That the man’s 
friends were able to get him up onto the roof by climbing this ladder and carrying him 
with them, is a testament to the high level of motivation that they had to get their friend 
to the Healer who was teaching inside.  

By the way, the fact that there are details in Mark’s telling of the story that don’t appear 
in Matthew or Luke’s version, is a confirmation that Mark’s Gospel is based on the 
testimony of Peter.  If someone went up on your roof and tore it apart in order to lower 
another person down into your living room, you’d probably remember every detail of that 



event.  As this was most likely Peter’s home, it’s no wonder we get some extra details in 
the Gospel account based on his testimony.

The men “dug” a hole through the roof, which indicates that they had to cut and hack 
their way through the mud and branches.  They made a hole large enough to  
accommodate the man and his mat.  Can you imagine what was going on below them 
as Jesus taught and as bits of mud and old dead wood are falling all around him?  Quite 
the scene.  And what the scene showed Jesus, what He saw in it, was that these men 
had faith, that they believed and believed to such an extent that they were willing to act.  
That’s the meaning of the word “faith” in the Bible.  It doesn’t refer to a person giving 
mental assent, saying, “I believe that’s true,” but to the actions that come from true 
belief.  When you really believe something, your actions will prove it.

The scene doesn’t become less surprising when the men’s mission is finally 
accomplished.  In fact, the biggest shock of all happens when Jesus acknowled-ges the 
man’s presence: “Son, your sins are forgiven.”  I can just see the looks on people’s 
faces.  Some would have that questioning, “what?” look as if they couldn’t understand 
what Jesus was talking about.  Some would have that “Oh, no” look that people 
sometimes have when it’s obvious that someone has said something socially awkward.  
I mean, he hadn’t come in asking for his sins to be forgiven.  Isn’t that a bit forward to 
grant him something he didn’t even need.  But then there were some other expressions 
in the room, a mixture of questioning and anger, the faces of the teachers of the law.  
And it’s those faces that especially drew Peter’s attention and that he described to 
Mark:
! Now some teachers of the law were sitting there, thinking to themselves, “Why 
! does this fellow talklike that?  Who can forgive sins but God alone?”
! Immediately Jesus knew in His spirit that this was what they were thinking in their 
! hearts, and He said to them, “Why are you thinking these things?  Which is 
! easier: to say to the paralytic, “Your sins are forgiven,” or to say, “Get up, take 
! your mat and walk”?  But that you may know that the Son of Man has authority 
! on earth to forgive sins . . .”  He said to the paralytic, “I tell you, get up, take your 
! mat and go home.”  He got up, took his mat and walked out in full view of them 
! all.  This amazed everyone and they praised God, saying, “We have never seen 
! anything like this!”  (2:6-12)

This is the first time in Mark’s Gospel that we see one group of people finding fault with 
Jesus.  And the group that is finding fault is the group most likely to be jealous of this 
new teacher.  They are the ones who the people had been looking to for understanding 
of God’s laws.  They are the ones who had been teaching the people how to live 
righteously.  And now someone arrives on the scene who teaches with authority, not like 
them.  We can’t imagine that the teachers of the law had not heard what the people had 
been saying about Jesus, both about His teaching and His miracles, that He had an 
authority that they hadn’t seen in their trusted teachers.  There can be no doubt that 
they felt some degree of resentment towards this new voice, and they would have been 
looking and listening carefully for something to criticize, an area of Jesus’ ministry to 
attack.  Until today, nothing but deliverance and healing and the good news of the 



Kingdom coming.  But now, Jesus says something different: “Son, your sins are 
forgiven.”  And they are ready to jump.

I say that because there seems to be no moment of reflection, no asking the question, 
“Could he have come among us to represent God to us?”  All you ever encounter from 
the Pharisees and teachers of the law, as a group, is a judgment towards Jesus for the 
claims He was making about Himself.  You never pick up that they spent hours debating 
about the legitimacy of those claims; only that they instantly rejected them, seeing in 
Jesus nothing but a human being with a big ego.  

Look at this passage and how it describes their thoughts about Jesus: “Why does this 
fellow talk like that?  Who can forgive sins but God alone?”  “This fellow” is not a term 
you would use to describe an angel - nor the Son of God.  When they looked at Jesus, 
they had no devotion to Him, no profound respect for His wisdom or His power - they 
saw only a human rival, and they saw someone who was moving in on their turf.  Their 
rejection of Jesus seems to have come without even considering the possibility that the 
man who forgave sins actually had the authority from God to do just that.

And Jesus knew what they were thinking.  I think any of us would find that completely 
unnerving.  You’re thinking about something someone has just said and the person 
turns to you and asks, “Why are you thinking that?”  Scary.  And then Jesus asks them a 
confronting question: “Which is easier: to say to the paralytic, “Your sins are forgiven,” or 
to say, “Get up, take your mat and walk?”  What’s the answer?  I think the best answer 
is that both things are impossible.  No human being can say, “Your sins are forgiven” 
and no human being can say, “Get up, take your mat and walk.”  If you were forced to 
choose one way or the other, you’d have to say that it’s easier to say, “Your sins are 
forgiven” because there’s no test for whether or not you’ve actually done it.  If you say, 
“Get up and walk” and the person can’t move a muscle, you’ve proven that you don’t 
have the authority.

Whatever Jesus exactly meant by that question, He clearly was saying that if He could 
do the obvious physical healing, He had the authority to do the hidden thing, to forgive 
sins.  Both were works of God and now He was going to demonstrate that He had the 
authority to forgive by healing the man’s paralysis.  And Jesus says that that’s what He’s 
going to do: “But that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to 
forgive sins ...”  So that the teachers of the law could have this issue settled in their 
minds once and for all, to know who Jesus is and to overcome their objections to His 
forgiving sins, Jesus told the paralytic to get up, to take his mat and to go home.  The 
man did so, walking out in full view of them all.  What was once a room so crowded that 
no one could get in, somehow made space for the healed man to walk out without help.  
And the people who witnessed the miracle gave the appropriate response: they praised 
God and said, “We have never seen anything like this!”  No, they hadn’t.  This was new 
ground, a miracle that broke through their limited expectations.  They praised God for it, 
recognizing that God had to be behind it.



We don’t hear from the teachers of the law at the end of this story, but we come across 
their responses again and again in the chapters that follow.  They did not praise God for 
the miracle they had just seen.  They might have been stung by the reality of the 
people’s words: We have never seen anything like this!  Read between the lines and 
you’ll get, “Our religious leaders don’t have this kind of power.”  But the big point was 
that when Jesus demonstrated, right in front of them, that He had the authority to forgive 
sins, they refused to concede that He was anything but just another human.  

Let’s look at some lessons that we can gather from these two stories of Jesus healing.
1. Compassion is a gift from God.  When you feel deeply for someone who is suffering, 

you’re feeling something of what Jesus felt for the leper who was so broken by his 
disease, so ostracized from the lives of the people he had known and lived among, so 
afraid and hurting and lonely.  And here’s the way compassion responds to 
brokenness: we reach out to a person and touch them in a way that shows we care.  
With the AIDS patient, as with the leper, the thing they often need most is human 
touch.  With different kinds of needs there are different kinds of responses that are 
appropriate, that are needed.  It’s important for us that we act on the compassion that 
we feel, and not just be content to feel it.  Figure out what the best response would 
be, pray about it, ask God to direct your actions, and then translate those 
compassionate feelings into compassionate action.  

2. An obvious lesson from this passage is the second one I’ve chosen to highlight - 
Jesus responds to faith.  The faith of the men who brought the paralytic, who had the 
determination and trust in Jesus to lug him up onto the roof, to cut the hole in the roof 
and lower him down to Jesus, is amazing.  It’s faith that takes action, that says, 
“Because of who Jesus is, this is so worth trying.  We’re getting our friend to Jesus, 
no matter what it takes!”  And the text tells us that when Jesus saw their faith, He 
began His response to the paralytic by forgiving his sins.  Jesus saw something, 
genuine faith that expresses itself in action.  Don’t just say you believe it, do 
something about it.  That’s the kind of faith that Jesus respond to, the kind of 
confidence in Him that draws Him to act.  The lesson is that we can, and should, step 
out and act on our confidence in Jesus, in God’s power, in His love for us, in His 
compassion for our need.  Don’t just think about what you believe, but do what you 
believe.

3. The third lesson is to learn from the teachers of the law how not to respond to Jesus.  
So many times, we can get ourselves into the place of questioning God because we 
think we know better how the world ought to run.  We think we know what God should 
have done in response to our prayers.  The teachers of the law rejected Jesus, not 
because He wasn’t doing amazing things, but because they couldn’t accept that He 
was greater than they were, more fully devoted to the Father’s will and purposes, 
more able to draw on the power and authority of God’s Kingdom presence on this 
earth.  They wanted so desperately to prove themselves right, to show that they had 
something on Jesus, that they made a stand against Him.  We need to be careful on 
this one, because we will have questions and we will feel a need to get answers, but 
we have to watch to see what’s motivating that need for an answer.  Is our need to be 
right, to prove ourselves to others, to make a point; are those things causing us to 
judge God, to possibly even make a stand against Him?  The lesson we always learn 



from the Pharisees and legal experts of Jesus’ day is that we can easily deceive 
ourselves, think that we know something that we don’t know, and end of taking a 
stand against God. Search your heart, try to understand your motives and keep your 
faith, even when you’re in the process of asking hard questions and digging for 
important answers.  The enemy will often twist things in our minds, distort our image 
of what God is like, and make us think that we know better than He does.

4. Final application point: praise is always the right thing to do when God acts.  The 
people were so impressed by Jesus’ act of healing and forgiveness that their first 
response was to praise God.  They recognized His work and gave the appropriate 
honor to Him.  What we sometimes do is just move on from the one answer to prayer 
and on to the next request.  We forget to thank God, to honor Him for what He has 
done.  Take time to give praise to the One who is worthy, and especially as you see 
Him responding to you and to your prayers.


