
God’s Goodness: Final Judgment 

We have been saying throughout the first few weeks of this series that God is good, 
that He is love, that He acts towards us like a compassionate and caring Father.  More 
on that next week. 


We have seen that attempts to discredit God by making it look like He is a sadistic 
torturer or a mass-murderer fail on a number of fronts - they simply don’t accurately 
reflect the historical accounts we are given in Scripture.  We have seen that poor 
translations of the language Jesus actually used in describing aspects of the afterlife 
have led to gross distortions of God’s justice and we’ll continue that general theme 
with a look today at how we can and should see the goodness of God in His promise 
to judge the world.


Judgment is not a very positive word in our culture.  We prefer words like toleration, 
live-and-let live, acceptance, inclusion.  Judgment seems harsh and unjustifiable in a 
culture of acceptance.  But if there is no hope of judgment, then these things must 
follow:

1. There can never be any hope for an end to evil, or that any of us will ever 

experience protection from it.

2. There can never be any expectation of justice - in fact justice becomes almost 

meaningless as a term that we can understand or hope for.

3. We can’t continue to talk about the goodness of God - a God who allows all forms 

of evil to thrive, without consequences, cannot be good.


You may not agree with those three statements.  You may want to suggest that one or 
more of them can’t be true, so let’s look a little deeper.


If you divide the entire Bible in half, not in terms of the number of verses, but in terms 
of the main point of the whole, the first half consists of Genesis 1-11 and the second 
half is Genesis 12 - Revelation 22.  


In the first half, God creates a beautiful world which He pronounces “very good”, 
including human beings who are created “in His image”.  These humans somehow 
conclude that they are wiser than God, or at least that they can be, and so rebel 
against His good commandment not to eat the fruit of the tree of the knowledge of 
good and evil.  Because what they did was rebellion against God it was evil and God 
judged that evil.  He drove them out of the Garden, the place of beauty and peace that 
He had made for them to enjoy, but that wasn’t the end of the story.


There is a grace that follows - the grace of having a family.  Adam and Eve have 
children, but evil rises up again and one child violently destroys the life of another child.  
This must be judged as well and God judges Cain by driving him away from his land 
and from God’s presence.  Cain cries out, anguished at the thought and God again 
shows him grace, putting a mark on his forehead that will protect him from the violence 
of other men.  




Again, there is goodness from God - provision and children and people begin to 
worship Yahweh.  But then there’s this cruel blow to the heart of God that takes place 
in the beginning of Genesis 6:

	 Now the LORD observed the extent of the people’s wickedness, and He saw that 
	 all their thoughts were consistently and totally evil.  So the LORD was sorry He 	 	
	 had ever made them; it broke His heart.  (Gen. 6:5,6)

Again, evil had to be judged - and so came the flood.  Even in the flood that was sent 
to judge the whole earth, God showed grace.  He found a man named Noah whom He 
spared from the flood by telling him to build an ark.  And God kept him and his family 
alive in the ark for just over a year … and there is more blessing and goodness as God 
makes a covenant with Noah. 


Chapter 11 continues the pattern.  Into the goodness that God has given, humans 
decide to build a monument to their own greatness, in an act of defiance towards God.  
Again, God sees the evil in their action and judges them - He confuses their speech so 
they are all speaking different languages and they are scattered and their plans come 
to nothing.  But there’s no grace, no blessing in this story.  


Up until now there had been a pattern.  God made things good and humans distorted 
His plan and made things evil.  But God responded to human failure with both 
judgment and grace. Adam and Eve were forced out of the Garden, but were blessed 
with family.  Judgment and grace.  Cain received both judgment and grace, and so did 
the people of earth in the flood (judgment) and Noah and his ark (grace).  Finally, the 
city-builders were judged and there wasn’t an immediate response of grace - but that’s 
the story of the rest of the Bible, beginning with the call of Abraham.  Here’s a part of 
the promise given to Abraham in Genesis chapter 12:

	 I will cause you to become the father of a great nation.  I will bless you … and I 	 	
	 will make you a blessing to others … all the families of the earth will be blessed 	 	
	 through you.  (Gen. 12:2,3)


Grace is coming - and it’s coming through Abraham.


The answer to this repeated pattern of human rebellion - God’s answer - is not simply 
judgment.  It combines both judgment and grace.  When God called Abraham and 
promised to bring blessing to all the nations of the earth through this one man, He was 
announcing a new plan, a plan through which evil would be overcome, its judgment 
sealed.  That plan was fulfilled in the coming, the death and the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ. 


This pattern that we see in the first 11 chapters of the Bible is continued throughout.  
God brings Israel out of captivity in Egypt - blessing - and they rebel against Him in the 
wilderness - evil - and there is judgment in each case for the rebellious acts, but then 
there is grace.  God fulfills His promise to His people by leading them in victory over 
the Amorites of Canaan, which is, in turn, judgment against them for their gross evil of 
idolatry, child sacrifice and sexual immorality.  




The book of Judges repeats the pattern over and over: there is a time of peace, the 
people rebel and choose to do their own thing in defiance of God, they become prey to 
their enemies who dominate them cruelly - that’s their judgment - and then God sends 
a Judge to deliver them from their enemies and lead them back into a time of peace.  
You can see this pattern repeated during the reigns of the kings and, maybe most 
dramatically, during the time leading up to Judah’s exile and then God’s hand at work 
in returning the people to their land.


If we were to draw the most basic conclusions from observing this pattern they would 
include:

1. Human rebellion against God is an evil that must be judged, and

2. That God has a plan for grace that is put into effect after the evil has been dealt 

with.


It’s against this backdrop that we now turn to the chapters describing final judgment in 
the book of Revelation.  In chapter 17 we find the identity of what is called “the great 
city that rules over the kings of the earth” - it is pictured as a prostitute which has 
covered herself with obscenities and blasphemies against God, and it is given the 
name “Babylon”.  In chapter 18 we read of an angel coming to earth in great splendour 
and making this announcement:

	 “Babylon is fallen - that great city is fallen!  She has become the hideout of 	 	
	 demons and evil spirits, a nest for filthy buzzards and a den for dreadful beasts.  		
	 For all the nations have drunk the wine of her passionate immorality.  The rulers 	 	
	 of the world have committed adultery with her and merchants throughout the 	 	
	 world have grown rich as a result of her luxurious living.” (Rev. 18:2,3)


Babylon has influenced the whole world - many of the values that drive world trade and 
economic policies, morality and ethics, derive from Babylon.  She is the representative 
image of all that stands against God.  She does not want the King of kings to be king 
over her.  She is insatiably greedy for more power, more wealth and more influence 
among the peoples of earth.  She rides on a beast, which means that her power is 
derived from the spiritual forces of evil, the demonic realm - beasts are often a symbol 
of human empire in Scripture, and human empire always stands opposed to the rule of 
God.  This is what Babylon represents in the book of Revelation.


But now she is defeated, not by the forces of good, but by the evil forces she has given 
herself to.  The beast she rides on is the beast with ten horns, or ten kings, that 
conspire together to devour her and to burn her remains with fire (17:16).


Chapter 18 describes not only the fall of Babylon, but the mourning that takes place at 
her demise.  All those who were made rich by her will stand shocked at the destruction 
of Babylon because their source of wealth is no more - it’s game over.

But in chapter 19, there is great rejoicing, because the scene shifts from earth to 
heaven:

	 Hallelujah! Salvation is from our God.  Glory and power belong to Him alone.  His  
	 judgments are just and true.  He has punished the great prostitute who corrupted  



	 the earth with her immorality, and He has avenged the murder of His servants.  	 	
	 Again and again their voices rang, “Hallelujah!  The smoke from that city ascends 
	 forever and forever!”  (19:1-3)

The image of eternal smoke rising is simply telling us that Babylon will not rise again - 
its destruction is final.  


Two more scenes from chapter 19:

1. A Rider on a white horse appeared and His title was “the Word of God”.  On His 

robe and thigh was written “King of kings and Lord of lords”

2. The beast of revelation gathered the kings of earth to fight against the Rider.  They 

were defeated and thrown into the lake of fire.


There’s a lot going on in these chapters, but the short version is that there is a 
counterfeit bride, made by humans, and called “Babylon”.  She began in Genesis 11 as 
the Tower of Babel - Babel = Babylon - she was a human project aimed at promoting 
human greatness, supposedly to rival the greatness of God Himself.  She comes to an 
end in Revelation 18.  The heart of the message is that this source of evil, this defiler of 
human beings all over the world, will be destroyed.  Evil will be judged by the 
Righteous Judge and will never again have power - not in the new heaven or in the new 
earth.  


At the end of chapter 20, we come to the description of the final judgment.  The Satan, 
or the Accuser, has been defeated and he, along with the beast and the false prophet - 
the counterfeit trinity - are thrown into the lake of fire.  This is all that is left of Babylon, 
the ever-burning fire of judgment that destroys all the evidence of rebellion against the 
loving reign of the true King of the Kingdom of God.  All the empires of humankind 
stand against God and they will not be allowed to stand forever - that’s a huge part of 
the message of Revelation.


Last week we looked at one major influence on our understanding of judgment in the 
afterlife - the Parable of the Rich Man and Lazarus in Luke 16.  This is a second 
formative image of the judgment of evil - the lake of fire.  Like most of the images in the 
Book of Revelation, this one is rooted in the Old Testament Scriptures, so let’s look at 
three passages which could be a basis for the lake of fire.


1. Passage #1 is the story of Sodom and Gomorrah.  Their sin is unjust treatment of 
the poor, pride and arrogance, detestable acts - presumably sexual.  God sends 
His messengers to see if it’s as bad as the reports He’s heard and the locals 
attempt to gang-rape and murder the angels.  So, God sends fire down to Sodom 
and Gomorrah and when Abraham looks down on the valley the next day, he sees 
“columns of smoke and fumes as from a furnace, rising from the cities there.”  (Gen. 
19:28)  There’s an interesting link between the account in Genesis and the 
judgment of Revelation and its found in the prophet Jeremiah, chapter 50, verse 40: 
“I will destroy (Babylon) just as I destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah and their 
neighbouring towns.  No one will live there anymore.” 



2. The second Old Testament passage concerns the place inside Gehenna, which we 
looked at last week, called “Topheth”.  Remember that Gehenna was a 
geographical site, a valley just outside the city of Jerusalem, a place known for 
idolatry through much of the Old Testament.  At the centre of this site was Topheth, 
which means “the roasting place”, because this is where Israel would offer their 
own children as burnt sacrifices to the evil gods of the Canaanites.  And Isaiah has 
some harsh words for the King of Assyria in relation to Topheth: “Topheth, the place 
of burning - has long been ready for the Assyrian King; it has been piled high with 
wood.  The breath of the LORD, like fire from a volcano, will set it ablaze.”  (Is. 
30:33)  In other words, the place that has persecuted the vulnerable will now be the 
place where the powerful empire meets its judgment and is destroyed.


3. Our third Old Testament image comes from the book of Daniel.  In chapter 7 Daniel 
tells us of a vision of four beasts - here it’s very clear that the beasts represent four 
empires: Babylon, Persia, Greece and Rome.  These beasts are brought before the 
Ancient of Days for judgment and they are stripped of their power.  The fourth beast 
is killed and his body destroyed by fire.  It’s so interesting that in all these stories, 
fire is the symbol for lasting judgment and in Revelation, it comes on Babylon.  


It’s also interesting to see that God is focussed on judging empires because it is 
through empires that humans convince themselves they can stand against God, can 
resist His Kingdom, can overcome His influence in their lives, His will for their lives.  
The beasts in the vision of Daniel and the beasts that come out of the sea in the book 
of Revelation represent empires and the spiritual dynamic of empires is represented by 
the Babylon we see burning in the lake of fire.  


This is really good news for all of us.  Because with every act of judgment, from the 
expulsion from the Garden in Genesis 3 to the burning of Babylon in Revelation 20, 
there follows an act of grace, a blessing from God that keeps the doors open.  What a 
beautiful picture of that comes in Revelation 21, near the end of the chapter where the 
new Jerusalem is being described:

	 The nations of the earth will walk in its light, and the rulers of the world will come 
	 and bring their glory to it.  Its gates never close at the end of day because there 	 	
	 is no night.  And all the nations will bring their glory and honour into the city.  	 	
	 Nothing evil will be allowed to enter - no one who practices shameful idolatry 
	 and dishonesty - but only those whose names are written in the Lamb’s Book of 	 	
	 Life. (24-27)


The gates of Jerusalem are always open, but evil is kept out by God’s presence.  The 
Valley of Hinnom and the lake of fire have no access to the wide open gates of the New 
Jerusalem.  God protects His own. 


The biblical picture of the afterlife consists mainly of two states, “outside” and “inside”.  
On the outside are the evil powers that have caused such pain and suffering, 
emotionally and physically, relationally and spiritually.  The Satan or ancient dragon, the 
false prophet, the beasts or empires of humankind, raised up against the love and 
grace of a good God are clearly on the outside.  But there are others who have chosen 



that place as well - those who have scorned God’s grace, who have chosen rebellion 
rather than submission.  Revelation 22:15 describes some of them in a verse that starts 
with the words, “Outside the city …” and Revelation 21:27 begins with “Nothing evil 
will be allowed to enter …”  It is clear from these passages, and others, that God does 
not force anyone into His new Jerusalem, where He reigns forever and ever.  He knows 
there are people who don’t want to submit to His reign and so He honours their choice.  
They will remain outside the city - and Scripture teaches that this is a place of great 
mental and emotional anguish, a place of profound regret, but a place that some 
people will choose.


There is a lot of content in Joshua Ryan Butler’s book that deserves our attention as we 
look at judgment, but I’ll close with just a sampling, a look at how he sees judgment 
bringing hope:

	 God will judge empire.  This is the hope of the world.  The lake of fire is about 	 	
	 the end of empire, not the torture of individuals.  If God’s Kingdom is to come, 	 	
	 our empire must go.  If God is to rule on earth as in heaven, then our attempt to 	 	
	 rule the earth without Him must be put away.  God stands against Babylon  
	 because God stands for His world. 
	 It is for this reason that the lake of fire is an image of hope.  Its significance is 	 	
	 that Babylon shall never rise again.  The exile will be over; the great city and all 	 	
	 that she represents will be replaced by Jesus’ Kingdom.  Sin’s destructive 
	 power will no longer be allowed to terrorize the earth.  And when Babylon falls, 	 	
	 she ain’t gettin’ back up - this is the hope of the world. 
	 	 	 	 	 (The Skeleton’s in God’s Closet, p. 284f)


The Bible teaches us that there are forces of evil that continually stand opposed to God 
… we see them in Genesis 11 in the story of the Tower of Babel and we see them near 
the end of Revelation with the destruction of Babylon - but those forces are at work all 
through the Scriptures!  If God’s Kingdom is going to come and His will is going to be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven, then those evil powers must be judged.  If people are 
going to be able to live free from the fear of evil, those powers must be judged.  The 
reality is that the judgment of God is a promise that is full of hope, one that we live in 
anticipation of, one that we long to see fulfilled, because only in His judgment is there 
the hope of the good things of the age to come.  


A just Judge who restrains evil with just judgments will finally bring peace and freedom 
and joy to a world that has long suffered without the restraint of evil - and that is 
gloriously good news, something we should be happy to proclaim - especially now that 
the world is waking up to the fact that they can’t explain the existence of evil and don’t 
know how to get rid of it.


